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BOMBERS TODAY 
MEAN WAR 
TOMORROW 


By the Editor of PEACE NEWS 


EROPLANES, even bombers, can be used for the good of men. 
Ate have been so used—not only for the ordinary needs of 

tradé, communication, and travel, but for protecting our food from 
destruction by pests, even for sowing crops, for fighting fires from the 
air, for dropping food and other necessities to people cut off by natural 
disasters from their fellows, and for hurrying aid to the suffering. 


Even from a scene of war comes 
news of a more peaceful use of bomb- 
ing planes than we hear of in most 
reports. 


Twenty-seven Chinese warplanes last 
Friday flew over four Japanese ports, 
and dropped leaflets urging the Japanese 
to rise against the military caste in their 
country and to oppose the invasion of 
China. The leaflets assured the Japanese 
people that the Chinese had no enmity 
toward them or their Emperor. 


Tokio authorities are reported to have 
said that, “It is unimaginable that 
Chinese planes should be capable of fly- 
ing to Japan.” The Japanese censor in 
Shanghai suppressed news of the 
incident. 


BUT OURS ARE BUILT TO 
BOMB 


But no nation has ever built a vast air 
force—as we are being reminded today 
that this country has done—at unheard- 
of cost in money and the neglected day- 
to-day needs of our own people, for any 
of these purposes. 


What is the purpose of the Royal Air 
Force? 


Don’t ask someone who doesn’t 
believe in air force; ask those who 
do. But think, as well as ask. 


Those responsible for our rearmament 
can (but probably won't) tell you that 
we are building far more machines 
designed to drop bombs (on people who 
cannot defend themselves from them) 
than those designed to prevent bombs 
being dropped on us. So that 


either the machines you see flying 
overhead are going to be used at least 
mainly for killing your fellowmen or 
they are not going to be used at all. 


The second alternative is what most 
believers in air force will tell you. But 
that is where you do your thinking. 


What are they being built for, if not 
to be used? Just to frighten any possible 
aggressor into not being an aggressor, 
says your air force believer. 


A PAUSE—AND STILL MORE 
BOMBERS 


But what are the facts? The claim that 
our rearmament has made certain 
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countries pause may be justified. But, 
after the pause, they have only built 
more bombers for themselves. 


Our rearmament can only show pos- 
sible aggressors (that is, even if it suc- 
ceeds in this alleged object) that it is 
not yet possible to be an aggressor with 
success. (Actual aggressive acts since 
our rearmament took shape show that, 
in fact, it has not succeeded.) 


The possible aggressor simply bides his 
time; and so war must come sooner or 
later—when he feels strong enough— 
unless— 


Unless the cause of his possible 
aggression is removed. , 


It can only be removed by good will. 
Frightening him into “being good” is 
not good will. Bombers cannot remove 
the causes of war, and their very exist- 
ence is at least a serious hindrance. 


That is why we say that 


BOMBERS TODAY MEAN WAR 
TOMORROW. 
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Pacifist Candidate at 
Rectorial Election 


In succession to the late Canon 
H. R. L. Sheppard, who died a few 
days after his election as Rector of 
Glasgow University last November, 
the Rev. Dr. George Macleod, of 
Govan, Glasgow, a Sponsor of the 
Peace Pledge Union, has accepted an 
invitation to stand as pacifist candi- 
date in the Glasgow Rectorial elec- 
tion this year. 

During the War Dr. Macleod 
served in France and Salonica and 
was awarded the Military Cross and 
the Croix de Guerre with Palms. 


Sequel to 
Castlerosse 
Incident 


YMPATHETIC interest in the Peace 

Pledge Union has been awakened in 

at least one of those who saw the inci- 

dent between Viscount Castlerosse and 

the PPU member outside the Curzon 
Cinema, reported a fortnight ago. 

One of the onlookers, a woman, has 
written to the PPU describing in detail 
the aggressive attitude adopted by Lord 
Castlerosse, concluding with the latter 
shouting, “If the Germans bombed us 
you would be too frightened to fight.” 

“The reply,” says her letter, “was 

in a gentlemanly voice: ‘No sir, I 

should not be frightened.’ I am still 

amazed at the stubborn placidity of 
the men present, who did nothing to 
resist. 

“As a consequence of the regrettable 
incident in our country, which is not 
ruled by a dictator, I should like to be- 
come a member of the Peace Pledge 
Union; kindly send me particulars.” 
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FELLOWSHIP 
KNOWS NO 
FRONTIER 
U.S. Aid for Jews 


From Our Own « orrespondent 
NEW YORK. 
AL growth of racial prejudice 
—especially against Jews— 
has led the Women’s Peace 
Union, a pacifist organization 
affliated to the War Resisters’ In- 
ternational, to open a campaign 
bringing home to the individual his 


responsibility in this matter. 
Signatures are being invited to the 
following pledge: 

Because I believe that violence and 
bloodshed are always wrong in principle 
and disastrous in practice, I pledge myself 
to stand against every form of racial 
violence in thought, speech, or deed. And 
I will try to persuade others to help break 
down racial barriers, and to foster the 
sacred spirit of humanity. 


CALL TO THE 
CHURCH 


The Women’s Peace Union recently 
issued a statement calling “urgently 
upon all men and women of good will, 
especially those within the Christian 
Church, and the organized peace move- 
ment, immediately and steadfastly to do 
all in their power, by voice and pen and 
spiritual persuasion, to create and 
strengthen a warm and loving friendship 
toward all Jews everywhere.” 

The WPU is also gaining signatures 
for a pledge which declares: 

Because war for any purpose is a crime 
against humanity, I hereby resolve not to 
give any aid or support to war, offensive 
or defensive, international or civil. And I 
pledge my loyal cffort to ‘he enactment of 
Disarmament-by-Example, as embodied in 
the Frazier Amendment. 


ROOT OF CZECH PROBLEM 


Powers Line Up Against 


Germany 


LTHOUGH the elections tomorrow 

and next Sunday will be times when 
“incidents” might have serious con- 
sequences, the tension over Czecho- 
slovakia seems to have receded, even if 
only temporarily. 


The reason appears to be that, in the 
words of the Berlin correspondent of 
The Times, “the Czech Government is 
to be given another chance to concede 
voluntarily the demands” of _ the 
Sudeten Germans. 


TWO DEMANDS 


These demands fall into two sections. 
First, there is the question of the treat- 
ment of the Sudeten Germans as a 
minority within the Czech State. 
Secondly, and really the cause of the 
tension, is the question of the foreign 
policy of Czechoslovakia. 


So far as the former is concerned, 
there is no reason to believe that, if this 
were the only question at issue, agree- 
ment could not be reached after negotia- 
tion. Herr Henlein himself, leader of 
the Sudeten Germans, is believed in 
London to recognize this. 


On the question of foreign policy, how- 
ever, the position is different. To all 


intents and purposes the issue here is 
really between the Governments of 
Germany and Czechoslovakia. The 
German Government wishes Czecho- 
slovakia to cut her ties with Russia and 
the League. A voluntary concession in 
this direction by the Czech Government 
is unlikely. 


The reason for the immediate lessen- 
ing of the tension after the frontier inci- 
dents of the weekend was the virtual 
certainty that France would go to the 
assistance of Czechoslovakia in the event 
of a German attack, with the consequent 
likelihood of Britain being drawn in on 
the side of France. 


NOT READY YET 


There were other reasons why the 
German Government was averse to 
extreme action. “With her rearma- 
ment incomplete, raw material difficul- 
ties, and Austria undigested,” reported 
The Times on Monday, “there are good 
practical reasons why Germany should 
not -expose herself to the risks of an 
international conflict.” 


It was also pointed out that, neverthe- 
less. events within Czechoslovakia_ 


might force the hand of the German 
Government. 


The desirability, in the German 
view, of separating Czechoslovakia 
from France and _ Russia, was 
strengthened by a speech delivered 
by M. Paul Reynaud, Deputy Prime 
Minister of France, in Leeds on Satur. 
day. . 
German press comments on the speech. 

incidentally, showed that the German 
support for the demands of the Sudeten 
Germans, besides being an end in itself, 
is also seen as a method of breaking up 
France’s system of alliances. 

M. Reynaud’s speech was made at a 
dinner of the Alliance Francaise, and in 
it he declared that the first duty of 
Britain and France was not to under- 
estimate their strength. 


Democracies had no need to give way 
in Europe, as their potential war 
strength was infinitely greater than that 
of their possible opponents. 


They had a superiority in raw 
mate-ials and virtual control of 
markets in certain spheres. Their 
mastership of the seas and their gold 
reserves would enable them to obtain 
supplies from all over the world. 

M. Reynaud went on to urge greater pre- 
paration for war by Britain and France. 
Faced with the feverish rearming of other 
nations, he said, they must ask themselves 
certain questions. 

Could democracies be persuaded to accept 
for the defence of their ideals and of their 
vital interests as heavy sacrifices as those 
which dictators forced upon their peoples ? 
The question they must put to the young 
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ROOT OF CZECH PROBLEM 
(Continued from Page 1, Col. 4). 


people of both nations was: “ Are you ready 
to make this effort and make it at once?” 


British diplomatic activity in Berlin and 
Prague has concentrated on urging modera- 
tion, 

Although this activity is said to have been 
pursued in full cooperation with France, there 
were suspicions in Germany during the week- 
end that French advice to Prague was not on 
parallel lines with the British. The suspicion 
was also reported that the Czech President 
was “less concerned with conciliating the 
Sudeten Germans than with provoking an 
incident which he would welcome now rather 
than later.” 


“PLANNED IN ADVANCE” 


The fact remains, however, that far- 
reaching concessions have been offered to 
Herr Henlein by the Czech Premier, Dr. 
Todza. 


Meanwhile the part played by Britain has 
been criticized in Germany. On Tuesday 
right the Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung de- 
ciared. 


Press opinion in all parts of the world 
preve that today the legend of a planned 
German attack has been trumpeted abroad 
in order to garland the English with the 
crown of glory as saviours of the peace. 

. That the whole thing was planned in 
advance appears from The Times report 
t2at the British diplomatic steps in Berlin 
and Prague were arranged to a large ex- 
tent with Daladier during his London visit. 


The same paper denied that the German 
Gcvernment had ever wanted a military 
so_u‘ion of the problem, and complained of 


: partial mobilization carried through in 


Prague. Suspension of the order calling up 
reservis‘s in Czechoslovakia was demanded 
by the German press. 


POLAND’S ATTITUDE 


The attitude of Poland was indicated in a 
semi-official statement on Tuesday. It de- 
cared that, although Poland was prepared to 
zssist France if sme were attacked, Poland 
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could not allow herself to be drawn into a 
conflict in which France might be involved 
as a consequence of her alliance with other 
countries. This was taken to mean that 
Poland would in any event retain complete 
freedom of action. 

As to the Czech alliance with France and 
Russia, it may be recalled that Dr. Karel 
Hujer, Czech astronomer, speaking in the 
United States recently, declared: 

These two countries are not helping 
Czechoslovakia out of humanitarian 
reasons, but because of their interest: the 
Soviet Union because of the Ukraine, and 
France because of her own country. 


“Incidents” Not a 
Cause of War 


From Our Own Correspondent 


“ About the present situation I would 
only say this” said Captain Philip 
Mumford, Sponsor of the Peace Pledge 
Union, at a public meeting held by the 
PPU group in Farnham, Surrey, on 
Sunday. 


“In 1914 an Austrian Archduke was 
murdered and there were four years of 
war. 


“We know now that that incident was not 
the cause of the war. 


“Now we hear that two Sudeten Ger- 
mans have been murdered in .Czecho- 
slovakia. The incidents are almost the 
same. There are almost the same countries 
lined up against each other: England 
against Germany, with France as a possible 
ally and a similar Central European 
incident.” 

Captain Mumford added that again, if 
there were war, the incident would not be 
the cause of it. They had to go deeper than 
that superficial happening. 


Weish Nationalist 
Backs P.P.U. Manifesto 


n. D. J. Williams, one of the three 
Welsh nationalist leaders who set 


. fre to the Lleyn (North Carnarvonshire) 


bombing school says, according to 


‘ eymro of May 21: 


Politically, my home policy, if that were 
of the least importance, is on the lines of 
tae Welsh Nationalist Party; my foreign 
policy, if 2 poor Welshman dare speak of a 
foreign policy for his own little nation, is 
entirely on the lines of the Manifesto of 
the Peace Pledge Union 


I believe unhesitatingly that it is on these 
lines the Cymro (the Welsh national 
weekly) ought to proceed if it is ‘to be of 
real service and guidance to Wales. 


Hssenttal Points in the 
P.P.U. MANIFESTO 


'T’He Peace Pledge Union, founted by Dick 
4 Sheppard on the basis of the pledge: 
“We renounce war and will never support 
or sanction another,” makes this appeal to 
all who seek peace within and between the 
nations: 


The pledge to renounce war, involving as 
it aces the refusal to allow governments to 
make use of the weapons of violence in 
support of foretgn policy, leads inevitably to 
tae necessity tor a new foreign policy, based 
on economie appeasement and reconciliation. 


The most pressing need is to take imme- 
diave steps which will lead ultimately to the 
esiabl.shment of a really serviceable League 
of Nations. 


[he new League must be based on pro- 
visions designed to meet the economic 
requirements of the large masses of poverty- 
stricken people to be found in varying degree 
among all nations of the earth. The satis- 
faction and security of cach and every nation 
must be, and can be, obtained in the well- 
be.ng of all 


Now 1s the time when every democrat 
should concentrate upon and call his govern- 
ment to confront the real and pressing 


economic needs of the people of the world. 


The maintenance of imperial interest and 
economic advantage for ourselves literally 


» means that we are living at the expense 


o: the people of other countries. It also 


necessitates domination, which makes peace 


' ympossible. 


The Van Zeeland Report has been drawn . 


‘ up bv a statesman appointed by the govern- 
1; ments of Britain and France to consider the 


economic and political causes of friction in 
the world. M. Van Zeeland’s conclusions 
should be investigated at once. They may 


‘ be modified. He provided for that. 


When’ the causes. are faced, a_ solution, 
which could ‘both meet the needs of hungry 
nations, raise the standard of life and secure 
the rights of native peoples, will be found 
possible in other terms than those of war. 


We urge that a new peace treaty should 
be drawn up, this time before another war 
begins, instead™ of after it, when hideous 
consequences must lead to increased hatred, 
increased revenge and renewed conflict—if, 


‘indeed. civilization survives. — 


Way to End 
Imperial 
Rivalries 


Imperialist rivalries and the race in 
armaments between them produced 
the World War. 


Imperialist rivalries, chiefly between 
Britain and France on one h-nd, and 
Germany, Italy, and Japan, on the 
other, are today growing more intense, 
again with grave risk to world peace. 


"THESE two facts emerged in the course 
of the Merttens Peace Lecture on 
“Imperialism and Peace,” delivered by 
Dr. Christian Lange, of Norway, in 
Friends House, London, on Monday. 


During the first part of his lecture, 
devoted to the historical development of 
imperialism, Dr. Lange stressed that 

the chief driving forces behind imperialism 


are the business interests of capitalist ex- 
pansion. . . 


The immediate advantages accruing from 
the possession of colonies are reaped... 
by a limited class in the country owning 
the colonies; while as a matter of course 
the expenditure, so far as it is not wholly 
borne by. the colony, is covered by the 
budget of the mother country. 


Turning to the present day, he showed 
that rivalry was becoming more intense, 
partly—perhaps chiefly—because im- 
perialist and colonial Powers were 
increasingly pursuing a monopolistic 
policy. Holland was now the only country 
maintaining the “open door” principle 
in its colonies. 

The dissatisfied Powers—Germany, 
Italy, and Japan—challenged the estab- 
lished empires, France and Britain. 


A way out of this dangerous situation 
was possible through the Mandates 
system. Redistribution of colonies would 
not help. “It has been well said that 
there are three chief tasks to be accom- 
plished,” said Dr. Lange: 

“No State should be excluded from partici- 


ypating in the exploitation of the economic 


possibilities of colonies ; 
“An effort should be made to reduce the 
prestige value of colonial possessions ; 


“The dynamic forces now active behind 
imperialism should be led into the channel of 
peaceful efforts in the service of the general 
common international interest and of the 
promotion of social progress. 

“The Mandates system, extended to 
all tropical possessions, particularly 
those in Africa, would serve all these 
purposes. It would also represent a wise 
compromise between the contending 
forces.” ' 

(THe lecture’ has been reprinted in pam- 
phlet form, price 6d., by the Friends Peace 


Committee, Friends House, Euston Road, 
‘London, N.W.1.) ~ 
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Affairs 
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A i Dut Ni. 
A.R.P. 


HE Home Secretary made another 
appeal on the wireless on Monday 
for more ARP volunteers. When he 
originally appealed for a million volun- 
teers on the strength of the Austrian 
scare, the Home Office confidently 
expected to get them in a few weeks. 
According to the Home Secretary’s 
figures, the total to date is only 400,000, 
so he is now going to try for the women 
—an old recruiting dodge. 

Sir Samuel Hoare also showed that 
he was seriously concerned by the 
criticisms which have been levelled at 
ARP. The first criticism that he men- 
tioned was that gas was not the real 
danger. 

His answer to this was, in effect, 
that even if high explosive was more 
dangerous, it was gas that people 
feared and that in order to allay their 
panic in advance, the authorities must 
tell them about their wonderful gas 
masks and decontamination squads. 
The second criticism was that not 

enough money was being spent on ARP. 
This the Home Secretary forgot to 
answer. But he had previously given 
the reason in the House of Commons, 
when he said: “If ARP is out of scale, 
-we shall create a dangerous bias in 
favour of passive defence rather than of 
vigorous attack.” 

Air raid precautions are officially 
admitted to be no more than a ground 
organization for our own bombing 
planes. 


Mexican Eagles 


HE military revolt in Mexico is 
strangely similar to that of General 
Franco in Spain. , Neither Cedillo nor 
Franco could have got very far without 
intervention and military assistance 
from Powers outside. 

The only difference in the two wars 
is that whereas Franco got support from 
Powers who were hoping to gain inter- 
ests in Spain, Cedillo is more likely to 
be supported by Powers whose aim is 
to hang on to the interests which they 
already have. The City Editor of the 
Daily Express let the cat out of the bag 
when he wrote last Monday:— 

Mexican Eagle shareholders must row 
hope for a revolution. 

The overthrow of the Cardenas Govern- 
ment seems to be their only chance, since 
it is now clearer than ever that neither 
they nor any other foreign capitalist will 
ever get justice from the handful of hot- 
heads who now rule Mexico. 


The executives of the oil companies 
have Wired to President Cardenas say- 
ing: “Our activities have been limited 
to defending our interests through legal, 
ethical, and moral channels and do not 
merit accusation of sedition from the 
highest executive of the nation.” 

Evidently they have been studying the 
communiqués of General Franco. The 
price of the Christianity which they are 
defending may rise to 1s. 8d. per gallon. 


The French Decrees 


E second series of financial decrees 

passed by the Daladier Government 
was published on Tuesday. They have 
very largely cancelled much of the social 
legislation passed by the previous Popu- 
lar Front Government. 

In fact, the measures outlined in the 

53 decrees are very similar to those 

carried out in other countries which 

are organizing their resources for war 
preparation. 

Export trades are to be subsidized in 
order to gain foreign credits and taxes 
on various commodities such as cocoa 
and tea are to be increased. But, most 
important of all, the forty-hour week, 
which was the greatest achievement of 
the Popular Front Government, is to be 
abandoned in some of the big armament 
industries. 


Unreliable News 


THE week before last we commented 
on the unreliability of the London 
Times. This week it is the Times of 
India whose news excites comment. 
Reporting the Mysore tragedy, the 
Times of India stated that the occasion 
was a weekly fair; that “the crowd of 
people began to rush into the. houses of 
the nearby residents.”; that “the roads 
leading from Viduraswatham were 


et Doll alata With, 


blockaded by the crowd”: 
were thrown at the police. 
Viduraswatham is a place of pilgrim. 
age. It consists of a vast * Peenul” 
tree, in a bend of the North Penner 

River. There is no village there, nor 

any “ houses of residents.” The nearest 

railway station is a mile away, the 
nearest village equally far and both 
are on the other side of the river. 

The annual Jatra, or festival, is held 
there. After that, a cattle fair is held 
for a number of days. There is no road 
till the river is crossed. The river is 
almost always dry. Beyond the river 
is vast open country which could not be 
blockaded even by an army. 

Sand is easily available from the river 
bed, but stones are noticeable only by 
their absence. Since the crowd, accord- 
ing to the Times of India, numbered 
25.000 and only two policemen were in- 
jured, it seems likely that the supply 
of stones was not very large. 


that stones 


Spanish Gratitude 


A YEAR ago the Basque children 

landed at Southampton. This week 
a letter has come from Senor José T. de 
Lisard, delegate to London of the 
Basque Government: 

The great work you have done in :estor- 
ing these war-tortured children to healthy 
normality, and in caring for them over 
these many months, is a matter upon which 
I find it difficult to express our full feelings. 
May I simply say, on behalf of my Govern- 
ment and myself, that you have rendered, 
not only to the Basque people, but to 
humanity itself a great service and that we 
look forward to the time when, once more 
restored to Euzkadi, under conditions of an 
honourable peace we may be able to show 
some measure of our indebtedness. 

Yours very truly, 
JOSE T. DE LISARD, 
Delegate to London of the Basque 
Government, 


On Empire Day, Too! 


PoOLIce fired on demonstrators in 

Kingston, Jamaica, on Monday night. 
Obstacles had been placed across some 
streets during the day, and, according 
to one version, the police were stoned 
while they were moving them. 

In one back street a woman and a 
child were killed in ‘the shooting, while 
elsewhere two — special constables 
wounded a man and a woman. 

The strikes continue, however, and on 
Empire Day, Kingston was without any 
transport but a few omnibuses. 

Writing in The Times on Wednesday 
Harold Stannard, a recent visitor to the 
West Indies, discussed conditions of liv- 
ing in Jamaica today. 

“The typical Jamaican working man 
condemns the Government,” he said, “for 
acting in the planter’s interests and in 
the next breath adds that the sub- 
ordinate officials of his own colour are 
oppressive and probably corrupt.” 

Mr. Stannard continued: 

The truth is that freedom is a mere word 
to those whose social condition forbids any 
real appreciation of its meaning, and that 
the circumstances in which many of the 


people live make it impossible for demo- 
cratic ideas to take proper root. 


Describing housing conditions, Mr. 
Stannard emphasized that housing con- 
ditions in Trinidad could not be excused 
by reference to the depression. ~The 
country laboprers, in particular, live in 
hovels which Mr. Stannard found it diffi- 
cult to believe were intended for human 
occupation. 

For an admission of that sort to find 
a place in The Times, conditions must 
be serious. 

Officialdom reacted promptly to the 
breach of the peace of the happy Empire 
family: on Wednesday it was announced 
that the cruiser Ajax was on its way to 
Jamaica from Bermuda. 


REMOVE THE 
CAUSES OF WAR! 


THE ECONOMIC REFORM. &LUB, 
26 GROSVENOR PLACE, S.W.l, 
A CLUB WITH IDEAS AND IDEALS 


For terms of membership, activities and 
Club facilities write to :— 
E, A. HOLLOWAY, Hon. Sec, + 
or phone Sloane 9127. vs 
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An aerial view of Tel-Aviv 


CONFLICT BETWEEN 
OLD AND NEW 


rivesent s COCKSEDGEE 


IN PALESTINE | 


is in Palestine and is at 


present staying with Jewish settlers. Later he hopes to 
spend at least a month among the Arabs. 


The Jewish aspect of the problems facing Palestine is given in the 


dispatch printed below. 


A report of his experiences among the 


Arabs will be published as soon as it is received. 


Jews Work on Modern | 


Lines 
From EDMUND COCKSEDGE 


TEL-AVIV, May 14. 


I arrived in Palestine. ‘There 
cannot be a country with such 
amazing contrasts. 

We see the wooden plough drawn by 
a camel or a donkey and an ox, then a 
few hundreds of yards away we find a 
modern tractor. We see an up-to-date 
lorry bringing the harvest home, and 
along the same road travel the camels 
and donkeys of the Arab fellah. 

There are the grey, windowless, mud 
huts or long black tents of the Arab, 
and the fine modern dwellings of the 
Jewish settlements. 


|: is now exactly six weeks since 


FEUDAL SYSTEM STILL 
EXISTS 


Not only is there a contrast in the 
transport and housing but a complete 
clash in the social and economic 
systems. 

Here has held sway for many 
hundreds of vears the feudal system 
which keeps the Arab fellah poor and 
alwavs in debt to his landlord (now 
usually an absentee living in Europe or 
Syria), the fellah himself being ignorant 
and a religious fanatic. 

Alongside and struggling against 
this rotten system is the prophecy of 
the future system, the way of cocrera- 
tive living. Groups of the finest youth 
in the world have common sharing as 
their ideal. 

They have decided that the old con- 
ventions and the rotten system of 
capitalism shall be given as little chance 
as possible in this land, to them a 
Promised Land. 


PROGRESSIVE IDEALS 
TAKE ROOT 


They have brought with them the 
culture of all the world and so they 
share the best in this respect. 

They are keenly studying the ideals 
of such as Marx and Engels. I have 
seen Bertrand Russell on many book- 
shelves. Their libraries show progres- 
sive thought. 

Woman _ has been given her chance 
and works as an equal to the men. Sex 
has been lifted from the murky depths 
of secrecy and is treated with decent 
honesty. 

Children receive an education based 
upon the most progressive experiments 
and thought,- aud already shows its 
value. 


COOPERATION, DESPITE 
TERRORISM 


Even in: the towns. where the capitalis- 
tic element is mostly centred, great steps 


at cooperative effort have been made. 

The Jewish Labour Federation has 
done fine work, with the following 
results: 

A large percentage of the workers are 
organized in trade unions, and have their 
own health service and unemployment insur- 
ance. 

There is a lovely culture centre, with 
reading rooms and a library; a very beaut.- 
ful open-air theatre built by unemployed 
workers giving their time; a cooperative 
café where those who work in the kitchen 
and service are sharers in the profits. 

The bus services in the towns are co- 
operative. and most of the transport is 
cooperative. 

There is a wonderful medical service w:th 
hospitals and doctors all over Palestine 
serving Jew and Arab. 

The trade unions extend to the Arab. 
but it is difficult work in the circum- 
stances. Arabs who would cooperate are 
afraid, and the British Government 
does not look with much favour on 
organized labour. 

All this goes on in spite of the 
terrorism provoked by the feudal lords 
and perpetrated by fanatical gangs for 
small sums of money. 


COMMUNES UNDER 
ARMED GUARD 


Every community keeps an armed 
guard at night and has a powerful 
searchlight flashing along the hills or the 
boundaries of its land. 

Some even keep guard in the day. In 
one commune they have a guard day and 
night which involves every member for 
one week in six. They pointed out to 
me how great a drain this was on their 
resources; since they could not afford to 
have people engaged in unproductive 
activities. 

But they say, “ What else can we do. 
when our communities are attacked by 
night from the hills, by unknown assail- 
ants from a distance, when our orchards 
are rooted up, our harvests burned? ” 

I have myself worked in an orchard 
which only a week before had been 
broken down by Arabs. I have been in 
the rather illogical position, as a pacifist, 
of travelling in a lorry with an armed 
guard and of working in a forest with 
a gang, while an armed comrade kept 
watch on the hill top. 


FUTILITY OF ARMY 
METHODS 


When one listens to the wireless and 
reads the Palestine Post and sees the 
sentences passed by the Military Courts 
on Arabs arrested for carrying arms or 
munitions, or for other charges in con- 
nexion with terrorism, one realizes the 
woodenness and futility of the military 
method. 

Yesterday the officers-commanding 
confirmed a sentence of three years on 
a boy of sixteen, and prison in Pales- 
tine is no holiday. 

How can such a situation as this be 


‘ cured or altered in the right direction 


bv such methods? 


NEWS 


News From Abroad 3 


PEACE NEWS 
“on the air” 


EXTRACTS from PEACE NEWS, 

with acknowledgments to their 
source, are read “over the air” 
from Sydney, Australia, radio 
station 2 GB. 


This has already been done 
several times a week for a few 
weeks, and there is a fair amount 
of comment on the items selected 
for the purpose. 


BACK FRO# 
SOUTH AFRICAN 
TOUR 


HE Rev. John Mellor. of the Fellow- 

ship of Reconciliation. arrived back 
in England last week from his South 
African peace mission. 


In a report dispatched before he left 
South Africa. Mr. Mellor recorded that 
in one period of three weeks he had 
visited ten towns and addressed 22 
meetings. 


In six of these towns steps have been 
taken to form a pacifist group. 


“PIONEER WORK ” ? 


Although attendances have varied 
from fifteen to 130. Mr. Mellor feels that 
“even the small meetings have been 
worth while. at least for the encourage- 
ment of the few 


It would be too much to expect any 
sudden accession of numbers to the 
pacifist cause. the very elements of 
which have to be explained to people 
who. for the most part. have never heard 
of the Fellowship of Reconciliation. 
Peace Pledge Union. or War Resisters’ 
International. This is a pioneer job. 
Others will reap where one has tried to 
sow. 


“ At any rate. so far as figures count. 
some 2.200 people have attended the 36 
meetings so far held in just over a 
month.” 


Help for 


War Resisters 
Imprisoned 
In Germany 


NEWS of action on behalf of some 
German members cf the War 
Resisters’ International who have been 
in concentration camps for over five 
years is given in a letter sent recently 
to sections of the WRI in other lands. 


“The General Secretary made a 
journey to Germany last November to 
initiate special private action on their 
behalf,” reports the letter, “and ever 
since one of our friends has been 
engaged on this work alone. 


“At one time we came very near to 
success. but the turn of events in the last 
month or so has hindered the anticipated 
progress, although we have not given up 
all hope.” 


New York “Poster Walk” 


Inspired by the poster parades of 
pacifists in England and by similar 
activities by other American groups. 
members of many pacifist societies in 
New York held a “poster walk” on 
Saturday afternoon. 


The aim was to register their protest 
against all war, c:vil and international, and 
to dramatize their faith in better ways of 
overcoming fascism and building a= sane 
world order. 

Participants were asked to walk in singte 
file about ten feet apart, carrying a poster 
with a peace slogan. 


COLONIES SUGGESTION 


While condemning Italy’s conquest of 
Abyssinia, the French section of the Inter- 
naticnal Movement of Reconciliation, at a 
recent conference, went on to make a con- 
structive suggestion: that France should 
offer to place under the mandatory system all 
her colonies not at present self-governing. 

In another resolution the conference asso- 
ciated itself with efforts to propagate the 
idea of a world economic conference. 
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PEACE NEWS 


NEWS from the FOUR CORNERS 


HOME COUNTIES 

Signatories in the Uxbridge region 
staged a counter-demonstration when 
tha recent recruiting drive for the 
Uxbridge Company of the Diehards 
finished with a march through the town 
of Territorials and recruits for the Royal 
Air Force. 

Immediately after the salute had been 
taken at the Municipal Offices, and 
before the crowds had a chance to dis- 
perse, members followed on the heels of 
the troops with posters. According to a 
local paper, 

There was no disorder. The public 
accepted the peaceful penetration of the 
Peace Pledge Union into the recruiting 
demonstration in a tolerant manner, 
although it occasioned much comment. 
Last week members of the Hayes and 

Hillingdon groups attended the local 
council’s ARP meeting, distributing 
some 500 leaflets. During the meeting 
it was stated by one of the speakers that 
the PPU was in favour of the ARP 
scheme. This was promptly denied from 
the body of the hall by one PPU mem- 
ber, and the speaker was afterward 
approached, when he apologized for his 
mis-statement of facts. 

Plans have been formulated for a big 
poster parade today, when, in conjunc- 
tion with surrounding groups and 
regions, it is hoped to concentrate on the 
crowd that will attend the Northolt 
Aerodrome. 

Closely following an appeal by the 
Mayor of Beddington and Wallington 
(Councillor C. Derry) for ARP volun- 
teers, members of the Wallington group 
have issued a statement making clear 
why the PPU opposes the ARP scheme. 

In his appeal, the Mayor said: 

It should be emphasized that the need for 
these precautions is not related to any be- 
lief that war between this country and an- 
other Power is imminent. It arises rather 
from the fact that the possibility of attack 
from the air, however remote, cannot be 
ignored, and the measures taken to minimize 
the consequence of attacks cannot be im- 
provised on the spur of the moment, but 
must be made. if they are to be effective, in 
time of peace 
The PPU statement, signed by the 

honorary secretary of the group states: 

This propaganda is creating and fostering 
a dangerous war mentality that will very 
soon look upon war as inevitable. Once 
this outlook gets a grip on the public mind, 
mankind can consider itself doomed, for the 


outbreak of war will only be a matter of 

time. 

The controversy on this matter found 
its way into the leading article of The 
Wallington and Carlshalton Times, 
which read: 

Civilians are being called upon to save 
themselves—and members of the Peace 
Pledge Union. The latter should be glad of 
that. We think they will, if ever bombs 
start to fall on England, though we deplore, 
as everyone else must, that the ideal which 
inspires their movement shows so few signs 
of prevailing in this world of 1938. 


LONDON 

The last three months have shown 
growing activity in the Golders Green 
group, according to the spring number 
of their Bulletin. 

In January, they held an interesting 
debate on “ Pacifism and the Christian,” 
in which Geoffrey Stevens, John 
Fletcher, and the Rev. Maxwell Rennie 
(Chairman) took part. In February and 
March they held the first two of their 
regular group meetings. In February 
also, they organized a showing of 
Kameradschaft. A meeting at Watford 
in March, addressed by Dr. Donald Soper 
and Herbert Seed, was an outstanding 
success, when about 850 people crowded 
into the New Regal Cinema. 

This group also arranged a PEACE 
NEWS week, during which they sold 
fifteen dozen copies in Golders Green, 
while other groups in the region sold 
some six or eight dozen. 

Ealing group organized a_ successful 
public meeting recently, addressed by 
Dr. Crow and Canon Stuart Morris. Ten 
thousand handbills were distributed four 
days before the meeting, and, in addi- 
tion two cars with peace posters, one 
equipped with a loud speaker unit, 
toured the busy shopping centres in the 
district. 


MIDLANDS 

At the meeting of the Swadlincote 
group held last week, it was decided to 
organize a series of open-air meetings 
throughout the district each week until 
winter, weather permitting. In addi- 
tion, the group decided to continue with 
increased energy its present policy of 
speaking, whenever possible, at Women’s 
meetings, and fireside groups, &c. 

The meeting then discussed the 
speeches themselves with special refer- 


ence to mistakes often made. 

It was felt that great harm was often 
done to the pacifist cause by exaggera- 
tion on the part of both speakers and 
writers and that where this fault did 
creep in it decreased the good that 
would otherwise have been done and in 
some cases actually turned a waverer 
against the movement. 

The way to meet fascism, as put for- 
ward by Bertrand Russell when he 
spoke at a meeting of the Wolverhamp- 
ton group last week, was to keep calm, 
to be reasonable, to keep friendly, even 
where little cause was given for friend- 
liness, and to realize that in the end the 
particular nation concerned would come 
out of its mood of-violence. 

Pacifists had got to fight the intense 
love of possession, and bring mankind 
to the realization that there were more 
valuable things than material possession 
—such, for instance, as the riches of the 
mind. 

The Rev. P. L. D. Chatterton 
emphasized that pacifism was not merely 
a negative movement, but had positive 
aims. 

NORTH-EAST 

Miss Blanche A. Watson, a prominent 
Hull PPU member, writing in the May 
issue of The Hull Sentinel, a Labour 
Party monthly, outlined the characteris- 
tic of “ the fighting pacifist.” She was the 
first contributor to a new feature the 
paper has started to which readers will 
be asked to contribute on all subjects of 
educational, social, and political interest. 

“The real pacifist,” she writes, “is the 
product of long-continued mental and moral 

—not physical—conflict. He realizes that 

the spiritual governs the material and that 

ethica), mental, and moral questions can 
only be solved by moral means and never by 


guns, tanks, and bombs, be they ever so 
devastating ” 


NORTH-WEST 

The Mayor of Salford (Councillor 
A. M. Millwood) was among those who 
accepted leaflets from the Height 
(Salford) members when they held their 
first big propaganda poster parade 
through the centre of the city recently. 
Preceded by a decorated car, they sold 
PEACE NEWS en route and distributed 
hundreds of leaflets. 

Addressing the Manchester meeting 
last week organized by the local branch 
of the PPU in conjunction with the 
Society of Friends, Dr. Salter described 
Hitler not as a cause but an effect, and 
an effect for which this country was 
largely responsible. 

Dr. Salter took his listeners back to 
the coupon election of 1918, when coupon 
candidates, displaying the slogan, “Make 
Germany Pay,” were returned by an 
overwhelming majority. It could be 
said, Dr. Salter continued, that those 
who voted for them-were, though they 
did not know it, voting for the next 
world war. The idea was to make 
Germany helpless for generations to 
come. 

The British people had forgotten all 
about it. The German people had not, 
and from the German point of view 
Hitler had an overwhelming case. 

Although a resolution proposed by 
members of Manley group was rejected 
at the first village meeting on ARP, they 
are not discouraged, but are glad to have 
registered a protest, and are hoping to 
be able to do more on _ another 
occasion. 

The Rochdale group has just held its 
first open-air meeting of the season in 
the Town Hall Square. Alan Fitch, local 
secretary, opened with a forceful address 
exposing the ineffectiveness of war to 
achieve its object and urging the adop- 
tion of the pacifist way. 

The Rev. Alfred Lidster indicated in 
his address lines for positive peace- 
making, showing what might be 
achieved at the present time by the 
practice of conciliation and work along 
the lines laid down in the Van Zeeland 
report. 

Frank Collier based his opposition to 
war, firstly on economic grounds with 
the inevitable reduction in the standard 
of living of the people, and secondly on 
moral grounds. He stressed the neces- 
sity of being prepared to sacrifice even 
life itself in the cause of peace. 


SCOTLAND 

On May 19, the Dundee group held 
the first of a series of open-air demon- 
strations with a poster parade and meet- 
ing at Arbroath. . 

Fifteen. members paraded and later 
held an open-air meeting which: was 
attended by a crowd of over one hun- 


dred. This was the first time the PPU 
policy had been put to them, and con- 
siderable enthusiam was shown by the 
number of pledge cards taken and copies 
of PEACE NEWS sold. 

The Dundee group will hold similar 
meetings at other centres in Angus and 
North Fife preparatory to the setting up 
of a Regional Committee. 

Still another group has been formed in 
Scotland, this time in Troon, where 
members have appointed as their group 
leader, Mrs. Scott, 1, Polo Gardens, 
Troon. 


SOUTH 

After speaking on ARP at Alton, Mr. 
Roy Walker, of headquarters, had a dis- 
cussion with Councillor E..J. Chester- 
field (chairman of the Alton Urban 
Councillor and chairman of the Alton 
ARP Committee). 

Asked by Mr. Chesterfield why the 
Government could not continue with 
passive defence at the same time as con- 
ciliation efforts were made with other 
countries, Mr. Walker said that air raid 
precautions and conciliation could not 
go on at the same time, because the very 
fact that they were taking part in ARP 
showed they did not trust other people. 

Members of Pertsmouth group, along 
with members of other Hampshire 
groups, spent a weekend recently on the 
Implacable and Froudroyat, two old 
French prizes moored in Portsmouth 
Harbour. 

They lived the life of sailors; slept in 
hammocks, and proved that pacifists can 
be ordinary enough people to mess 
together with other people aboard ship. 


SOUTH-EAST 

John Barclay presided over a meeting 
organized by the Hastings group and 
was supported by Lord Ponsonby and 
Canon Stuart Morris. 

Lord Ponsonby said that those in the 
PPU wanted to take the trump card out 
of the politicians’ hands, for it was the 
politicians who engineered war. 

“We are small,” he concluded, “ but it 
is the small things that matter. Don’t 
be discouraged by these scare rumours. 
If the masses form up behind us, the 
future generations will be grateful that 
some of us saw the futility of war.” 

Canon Morris said that today 
Germany remained the sole unsatisfied 
Power. England had got to find a new 
economic policy and lift her barriers. It 
was no use giving back colonies to 
Germany. What was wanted was a new 
mandated policy which could be brought 
under international control. Just as she 
had been great in the past in getting, 
so Britain should be great in giving. 


SOUTH-WEST 
The confession of the Rev. F. H. 
Pritchard, chairman of the Cornwall 
Methodist District, at the May Synod at 
Truro, that he had no leadership to offer 
on the question of peace and war, 


NOTICE BOARD 


Sheringham group hopes to start a Book 
Shop and Social Service Centre in the near 
future. Would anyone with a tiny income, 
willing to live on communal lines, like to join 


in this venture? Write to Miss Florence 
Kearney, Lavenham, North Street, Shering- 
ham. 

In connexion with open air .aeeting at 
Epping, on June 11, volunteers are wanied for 
selling PEACE NEWS, preferably all day, and 
also for poster parades. Tea will be provided. 
Write to Wilfred Farley, Eyrecot, Woodland 
Close, Woodford Green. 

The lending library at headquarters, 96 
Regent Street, will in future be open all day 
from 9.30 a.m. to 7 p.m. 5 

Burnley.—Helpers wanted for poster par- 
ades on May 30 (7.30 p.m. to 8.30 p.m.) and 
June 2 (7 p.m. to 7.30 p.m.). Mcet at Temper- 
ance Rooms 

Voluntecrs required for poster parades 
every Saturday at 6.45 p.m. from 96 Regent 
Street, also second Thursday of cach month 
at 7.30 p.m. 

Young men and women wanted. Urgent. 
Aldershot Tattoo poster parades, June 8 to 11 
and 14 to 18, from 7.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m. De- 
tails from C. W Hope Gill, San Tai, Four 
Marks, Alton, Hants. Telephone: Ropley 51. 

Arrangements have been made between 
Streatham, SBattersea, and Wandsworth 
groups whereby outdoor meetings are held 
every Sunday as follows:—Clapham Common 
-—3 p.m.; Streatham Common—6.30 p.m. 

The War Resisters’ International urgently 
needs help with translation work between 
Bulgarian and English. Anyone able to offer 
assistance kindly communicate with the 
Secretary, WRI, 11 Abbey Road, Enfield, 
Middlesex. 

Glasgow.—Wanted, urgently, enthusiastic 
member to organize street-selling of PEACE 
NEWS. Also names of volunteers to go on 
a rota of sellers for minimizing the amount 
of labour per volunteer—also poster-paraders. 
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Members write on 


Selling Outside 
Churches 


In connexion with the letter published last 
week on the subject of selling PEACE NEWS 
outside City churches, I have been instructed 
to inform you that we have for some time 
sold about four dozen copies at the City 
Temple on Thursday evenings. We now pro- 
pose to organize a team to cover all meetings 
there as far as possible, and we would also 
be interested to hear of similar efforts in the 
E.C, district, with a view to offering such 
support as we are able to provide. 

C. E. HARRINGTON. 

13, Paternoster Road, E.C.4 


Ths Issue 


Will you allow me to quote a paragraph 
from the article by Mr. J. Middleton Murry 
in PEACE NEWS (May 7). 

I think we should save ourselves a great 
deal of confusion and self-deception if we 
stuck to that single plank (unilateral and 
complete d.sarmament). Every other kind 
of “peace policy” has but an accidental 
and deceptive connexion with the pledge of 
the PPU. 

Herein, it seems to me Mr. Murry is pro- 
foundly right. The PPU should put to the 
general public the clear cut issue—" We will 
not fight.” The Government should be told 
“Do as you like, we will not fight: if you 
can avoid war under the present system, well 
and good. If you cannot, it is up to you to 
alter the system in such a way that you can 
avoid war. 

“Whether you alter the system or not is 
not our concern as pacifists, but it must be 
clearly understood that we regard war, from 
our various points of view, as an unmitigated 
evil not to be tolerated in any circumstances 
whatever. 

“Therefore, we follow Dick Sheppard, who 
at least, had a crystal clear idea of the issue, 
and say ‘War? We say No!’” 

S. E. NEAL. 

249, Cottingham Road, Hull. 


P.P.U. Badge 


If pacifism is ever to be a success it has 
got to secure the adherence of that great mass 
of people who are enthusiastic about little, 
but self-conscious about a good many things, 
To the ordinary beer-drinking young man and 
“ good time” girl the wearing of a badge has 
a certain mawkish Sunday school association ; 
it at once signifies a crank. Pacifists are, of 
course, cranks, but they musn’t make it too 
obvious. 

Pacifism is political common-sense, and one 
day that will be generally recognized; but 
once let the public get it into their heads that 
it is a “ goody-goody"’ movement, then the 
process of conversion will become more 
difficult. English people are not given to 
flaunting their opinions; badges, equally with 
coloured shirts and poster parades fall under 
their suspicion. Unobtrusive methods are 
sometimes the shorest way to success. 

JAMES DE T. MANDLEY. 

63, Earl's Court Square, S.W.5. 


prompted strong comment from Mr. 


F. J. Squire, of Gwinear, a PPU member. ° 

He deplored the lack of leadership on such 
a vital question as that of world peace. The 
Methodist Church was sufficiently strong to 
determine the peace of the world. Why was 
it that they could not carry that out, he 
asked. Methodism was greatly in need of 
leaders, mcn of passion who were not afraid 
to make sacrifices for God and man. 


—Write, Henry A Barter, 181 Pitt Street, 
Glasgow, C.2. 

Miss Kathleen Hoskin, 2 Quintrel Road, 
Newquay, Cornwall, would be glad to hear 
from pacifists intending to visit Newquay and 
district during the summer months; more 
espccially those willing to take part in meet- 
ings and demonstrations. 

Birmingham wants more P.N. sellers each 
Friday, one hour or more between 4.30 and 
9.30 p.m. Write Wilfred S. Burtt, 3 Innage 
Road, Northfield, Birmingham. 

Volunteers are wanted to sell PEACE NEWS 
in Cambridge.—Write to Austin Davies, 28 
Malcolm Sreet, Cambridge. 

West Norwood group will meet on the 
second and fourth Tuesdays of the month in 
Room 4, St. Lukes Church Hall—adjacent to 
West Norwood tram terminus. 

Kettering group now meets every Thursday 
at 730 pm in the Toller Lecture Room, 
Meeting Lane, Kettering. 

All welcome at prayers for peace at All 
Saints, Blackheath, S.E.3, 7.30 p.m., every 
Monday. Once a fortnight prayers are 
followed by a conference. 

PPU meetings every Wedneseay, 8 p.m., 
in Beacon Café. Hanworth Road, Hounslow 
(near Congregational Church). 

Bristol wants more PEACE NEWS sellers 
each Saturday between 2.30 p.m. and 5 p.m. 
—Write John Bamford, 24 Bromley Road, 
Horfield, Bristol, 7. 

Will Kettering, Wellingborough, Northamp- 
ton and district members meet at Sywell to- 
day from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m to carry sandwich 
boards, sell PEACE NEWS and give out leaf- 
lets in connexion with Empire Air Day. 

More volunteers are needed in Newcastle 
and district for PEACE NEWS selling, poster 
parading, &c.. during the Race Week PPU 
Publicity Campaign on Town Moor. Send 
names to Thomas W. Large, 13 Mundella 
Terrace, Newcastle 6. 

PPU open air meetings every Sunday at 3.45 
p.m. on Whitfield’s Mount, Blackheath, near 
Cricket Pitch. 
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Group Notes 


PEACE NEWS 


By JOHN BARCLAY 


THE ENEMIES OF PACIFISM 


A? a meeting recently I was asked 

what I considered were the most 
dangerous enemies of pacifism. My 
answer was: Fear and the “News” on 


the wireless. 

This is stil! my considered opinion. People 
are frightened of bogeys and have come to 
regard the smooth, persuasive voice, which 
comes into almost every home four times a 
nignt, as infallible. Fear paralyses their 
action and the Voice their minds. 

To take fear first. Almost every stranger 
I speak to (and I make it my business to 
speak to everyone I can from the bus con- 
cuctor on the last bus to the “Blimp” who 
lunches with me in the restaurant car to 
Edinburgh) shares my opinion that arma- 
ments lead to war. If he says that he is 
fr.ghtened of disarmament, it is foolish, as 
what he fears is armaments; but he says it 
will be more dangerous to disarm, “ which is,” 
as Euclid so often said, “ absurd.” 

Aeligious leaders tell us that love is the 
greaicst force and that what they fear is a 
race of godless beings, yet few of them support 
our work for reconciliation and appeasement, 
a.though they obviously fear antagonism and 
hatred. The work of the pacifist is to transfer 
th.s fear from the “bogey pacifism” to the 
real enemy, war, and so unite the peace- 
loving people on the side of constructive 
Ppeace-making. To use the devil’s weapon to 
beat the devil “is again” as Euclid said, 
“absurd.” Everyone is afraid of taking the 
only way of escape, being too terrified to 


move, 
* * * 


Now for the second enemy, the charming 
Voice that we have got to know so well and 
which we welcome into our homes several 
times an evening. It has the power of bring- 
ing us to tears and laughter; it nearly 
always closes an unhappy news report with 
comic relief or at least with a less serious 
matter than the bombing of civilians. 

It knows how to mix bombs with Bradman 
and war with wickets. I believe it would 
be used as the best recruiting sergeant to 
make us go and save another “Little Belgium” 
and that if we believe it now we _ shall 
believe it then. What can we do about it? 

We must permeate public opinion with 
courage, being ourselves fearless; we must 
stimulate action and appeal to others to think. 
Everyone is frightened but everyone can 
think. 


* * * 


C.T.C. 
Members of the Cyclists’ Touring Club who 
are also members of the PPU have asked me 


to appeal for names of others like them- 
selves who are being asked to join in with 
the air raid precaution schemes through the 
Cyclists’ Club appeal. 


They feel that there must be a body of 
opinion within the club which is pacifist and 
opposed to the conscription which is being 
imposed on it. Will those members to whom 
this applies please write direct to me and I 
will forward their names at once to a small 
committee of pacifist cyclists who are acting 
as a coordinating centre. 


* "oe os 


Work of the Dick Sheppard Centre 


Those of us who have been constantly on 
the scene of the activities of the Dick 
Sheppard Centre at Bayswater are confident 
that if we had similar centres throughout the 
country we should soon witness:a drive for 
peace such as this country has never seen 
before (writes Miss Dighton, of the Bayswater 
group). 


We are already a conversation topic in 
Bayswater, and the hamstrings of literature 
hanging outside our door are stripped daily. 


Had we sufficient volunteers for service we 
might be open all of every day. As it is 
we have to content ourselves with evenings 
only and occasional afternoons. 


Sometimes we have a run of visitors, and 
at other times we do an hour’s distribution 
of literature in the evening and bring people 
in as we work. Our notice boards come 
under constant perusal. We have had a wide 
variety of visitors and have welcomed to the 
Centre people of all nationalities, as well as 
representatives of local political parties, not 
forgetting our friend the district ARP officer. 
The friendly spirit of the Centre has more 
than once broken through barriers of preju- 
dice and misunderstanding. 


So far the majority of our work has been 
of a more personal nature, but we have some 
big meetings ahead of us. 


These include: Pat Sloane on “ The USSR 
and Peace,” on May 30; a house-warming for 
local signatories, on June 8; Kingsley Martin 
on “Public Opinion and the Press,” on June 
9; Dr. Alfred Salter on “How to deal with 
Fascism,” on June 20. All the meetings are 
timed to start at 8p.m. and PPU friends and 
others are welcome. 

On June 8 we are inaugurating our 
Shilling Fund, and we hope that the 
generosity of friends will soon disperse our 
£80 debt. 


Under the Oak Tree 


By LEONARD READ 
(on behalf of the Basque Fund) 


The Anniversarie 


(All) ...is elder by a year now than it was 
When thou and I first one another saw 
... this the second of our reign. 


—John Donne. 


PDONNE was writing to his mistress in 

the persuasion that time and 
absence prove “rather helps than hurts 
to love.” Meditation on the thoughts of 
love may, one supposes, be as ethereal 
as pragmatic. Likewise meditation on 
absent friends, relations, familiar home 
and town and neighbours may be con- 
crete; and I think our children hardly 
agree that Bilbao can be enjoyed better 
in the untrammeled purity of distant 
contemplation. For they too have been 
bending their minds to the retrospect 
that an anniversary prompts. 


“Exactly a year we were packing our 
trunks,” Aurora said to me on Friday. All 
the little details of the embarkation, the 
voyage, and the arrival that they have stored 
up have been recalled in the last day or two. 
Adults can hardly imagine what this * expedi- 
cién a Inglaterra” represents in the total of 
their consciousness, but it is for many an 
event that brings tears to the eyes. I came 
upon a small group of the intermediate girls 
(Teresa, Luisa, and Valeriana) sitting in a 
sympathetic circle in the garden exchanging 
reminiscences of life at home; news about 
families (some now in France or Belgium) 
and neighbours. 


The I ttle lawn. protectively hedged in with 
fir, was somehow representative of their 
condition—protected by friends yet needing 
the reassuring pressure of each others linked 
hands. When Petra and Maria Luz could not 
choose but weep upon their beds, there was 
another revelation of the little we can do 
to remove life's sting from blossoming adoles- 
cence. Uncertain they must all have been on 
taking leave of their parents, of being re- 
united, of returning to the old scenes. But 
the spirit in which they enter upon their 
second year here is a little different; the 
uncertainty of fate still hangs over them, 
though its tint may have changed. 


They now speak and react with the 
unruffied unhysterical grimness of those to 
whom the distant threatening peril and per- 
sistent anxiety have become a commonplace. 
To face death, bereavement, destitution, 
frustration, and the wreckage of hopes, on and 
off for a year, tests one for a stoical accept- 
ance of whatever may come. Meanwhile 


WEAR YOUR 
COLOURS 


With a difference 


The old school tie has become a stock 
joke and emphasis is laid on its 
exclusiveness. 


The latest tie is not old—nor of any 
school—and is not exclusive. It is the 
P PU tie, of pure silk, in olive green 
with a narrow line of gold. 


You may forget your badge. But make 
this your only tie and you will never 
forget it. 


Wear it always, and show that you are 
proud to wear the colours of peace. 


You can obtain the tie for 2s. from the 
P PU, 96 Regent Street, W.1. 


oe 


there is England and Langham and “el pacre 
adoptivo.” 


It is hardly appropriate to notes to attempt 
to assess what has been achieved in a year. 
Certain obvious facts stand out, that need 
only to be listed to be granted—for a year 
without seeing their families, they have had 
food and a roof, groups of friends, work in 
house and school games in a spacious garden, 
excursions, someone caring for them individu- 
ally, and collectively—in short, an ordered 
continuity and a makeshift security. 


As they look on their treasured photo- 
graphs just now, yearnings for home steal 
over their faces with a poignant pang; along 
with a realistic knowledge that what must 
come, will. Sorrowful memories come throng- 
ing back with a reality and intensity that 
freeze all trace of sent:mentality. 

May I appeal, quietly, to all supporters at 
the beginning of “the second of our reign,” 
to resolve to stand by them firmly till the 
all-clear is sounded (how little I need insist 
is evidenced by the immediate flood of cloth- 
ing that has come), to see the job through of 
succouring these children whose parents cast 
them upon the waters a long year ago. 

In the gratitude and hope which the elder 
ones have sometimes voiced to me, I would 
end with a little anecdote to work out for 
yourselves; I was pausing, near the end of 
shovelling in a ton of coke, to take a deep 
breath of dusty air and to wipe the brow, 
when a saucy face peered through the mist 
saying, “ Que no se descanse de hacer bien.” 

All donations should be sent to Basque 
Fund, Peace Pledge Union, 96 Regent Street, 
W.1. They will be most gratefully received. 


POSTERS. 


and 


REPORT 


— 


THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA 
LEAFLETS for FREE 
DISTRIBUTION 


THE VAN ZEELAND 


ARE NOT RETURNABLE 


IF DESIROUS OF OBTAINING 
LITERATURE, POSTERS, Etc. 
AT HEADQUARTERS AFTER 
6 p.m. PLEASE PHONE 
REQUIREMENTS EARLIER, 

WHICH WILL BE PACKED 

AND SENT TO SIXTH FLOOR 

TO AWAIT YOUR CALL 


Telephone : REGent 2843 


(9d.) 


(plus I4d. postage} 


| " Sanctions " 

| "Rearmament" _.. 
| “ 100,000 say 'NO'" 
| " God or the Nation " 


THE LENDING LIBRARY 


At 96, Regent Street, 


WILL IN FUTURE BE 
OPEN FROM 9.30 a.m.—7.0 ».m, 


Daily Except Saturday & Sunday 


HAVE YOU SENT 


FOR A SPECIAL PARCEL 
OF PAMPHLETS, as under: 


For 6d. we send, Post Free, 
| " Fascism Comes Like This " 


besa? eaters 
| " Conscripting Christianity 


IF NOT SEND 6d. STAMP 


and ask for a " Special." 


ne ... Price 2d. 
StS pace ae Id. 


sa <n ust Id. 
<a So YE 2d. 
ap ~ isthe Id. 


Value 9d. 


WHEN ORGANIZING 
A PUBLIC MEETING, 
A PEACE SHOP 
OR BOOKSTALL, 


LET US ADVISE YOU 
AS TO SELECTION 


AND QUANTITIES 


THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION, 96 REGENT STREET, LONDON, W.1, 


WHERE POSSIBLE PLEASE 
SAVE TIME 

By Addressing LITERATURE 
ORDERS | 

TO THE LITERATURE 


DEPARTMENT 
INSTEAD OF INCLUDING 
THEM IN LETTERS ON 
SUNDRY SUBJECTS 
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RELIGIOUS PROBLEMS BEHIND COMMUNAL RIOTS 


This map, reproduced from J. F. Horrabin's Atlas of Current 
Affairs (Gollancz, 3s. 6d.,) shows where various religions are con- 
centrated in India. The existence of religious minorities is one of 


the chief causes of communal 


riots. Allahabad, where riots 


occurred recently, is less than 100 miles to the west of Benares. 
The drawing inset (by Peggy Smith} is of Mahatma Gandhi. 


INDIA : the Non-Violent 


Solution 


(HE communal riots in Alla- 

| habad have been the unhappy 

occasion which has brought 

forth some heart-rending utterances 

from Mahatma Gandhi, the purport 

of which have a deep significance 
for all pacifists. 


Gandhi's reaction to this event serves 
to show the deep inwardness which he 
conceives to be necessary for real non- 
violent achievement. 


Pacifists in this country are apt to 
think of the Indian Movement as 
having contributed the technique of 
non-violent non-cooperation, which is 
true, but it has toa greater extent 
given expression to the inward depth 
which is essential to any such move- 
ment. 


This is to say. it has exemplified the 
development, which is necessary, of an 
inward strength from which, when once 
it is in being, right action will be forth- 
coming. 

That the emphasis of Gandhi is all on 
the inward strength is apparent, from 
his agonized disapproval of the fact that 
congressmen had on the occasion of the 
riots to bring in the aid of the police 
and military to restore order. 


— 
| HE situation that confronted the 
Congress Ministry which had to deal 
with the riots, is one which might con- 
front any pacifist who happens to be 
taking part in administrative work. In 
India the juxta-position of the parties 
involved is more acute because the 
military. and in some sense the police, 
represent an alien domination. but the 
same kind of position may arise here. 
Shall the police be used to throw out 
the offending persons or to quell dis- 


AN EARLIER PEACE PLEDGE UNION 


N the niddle of the nincteenth century 

there wa’ a remarkable outburst of 

work for international peace. Many 
believed that the era of wars was over, 
and that it only needed a little con- 
tinuous agitation for an era of free trade 
and universal arbitration to be in- 
augurated. 
Peace Congresses were held. at Brussels 
in 1848, Paris (with Victor Hugo in the 
cnair) in 1849. Frankfort in 1850, and 
London in 1851. 


Impressive ° international 


*« 

HIS activity was largely stimulated 
by the visit to England of a remark- 
able American propagandist, Elihu 
Burritt. known as “the learned black- 
smith.” He was a self-educated man of 
great ability, who had already done 
much for Anglo-American peace when 
he paid his first visit to our country in 

1846 


He intended to stay for three 
months, but remained for three years, 
filling his days with incessant work in 
conjunction with Joseph Sturge, Henry 
Richard, and other English pacifists. 


DON’T USE 
TOOTH-PASTE 


Order Cinubl from Boots, Taylors or 
any chemist. Write Regnega Production 
Service, 1b Old Foundry Rd., Ipswich, 
for free leaflet. “New  Health,’”’ 
edited by Sir William Arbuthnot Lane, 
says: ‘'Cinubi . . . contains valuable 
bark extracts and haa been found to 
exercise a marked deterrent effect on 
dental decay. Not only doea it also 
thoroughly clean the teeth, but it 
strengthens the gufns.” 


USE CINUBI frets 


The Tree Bark Tocth Preserving Dentifrice 


By 
W. R. HUGHES 


In May. 1847, in conjunction with his 
English friends, Elihu Burritt founded 
an international union with the title of 
the “ League of Universal Brotherhood.” 


This was very similar to the Peace 
Pledge Union. for its membership con- 
sisted of all those who signed a pacifist 
pledge. 
winded than ours, but is worth repro- 


The pledge was more long- 


ducing today. It runs as follows:— 


Believing all war to be inconsistent with 
the spirit of Christianity and destructive 
of the bests interesis of mankind, I do 
hereby pledge myself never to enlist or 
enter into any army or navy, or to yield 
any voluntary support or sanction to any 
war, by whomsoever or for whatsoever 
proposed, declared or waged. And I do 
hercby associate myself with all persons, 
of whatever country. colour, or condition, 
who have signed, or shall hereafter sign 
this pledge. in a League of Universal 
Brotherhood, whose objects shall be, to 
employ all legitimate and moral means for 
the abolition of all war, and all the spirit 
and manifestations of war throughout the 
world; for the abolition of all restrictions 
upon international correspondence and 
friendly intercourse, and of whatsoever else 
tends to make enemies of nations or prevent 
their fusion into one peaceful brotherhood; 
for the abolition of all mstitutions and 
customs that do not recognize and respect 
the image of God and a human brother in 
every man, of whatever clime, colour, or 
condition of humanity. 


* 


BURRITT lectured for the League all 
over England and some thousands of 


members were enrolled within a year. 


The League joined with the London 
Peace Society in a campaign in favour 
of arbitration treaties, culminating in 
a great meeting in Exeter Hall in 1849, 
on the day before Cobden moved a 
motion on the subject in the House. 


He was supported by seventy mem- 
bers. The League had its own paper, 
Thz Bond of Brotherhood, and opposed 
the rearmament policy of the Govern- 
ment in its day. 


Three special activities were developed 
by the League. on the suggestion of 
Burritt. The first was a vigorous agita- 
tion for universal penny postage. The 
second was the circulation to the press 
of the world of periodical “olive leaf” 
paragraphs. These were items of news 
and appeals bearing on international 
good will. and they were often published 
in 200 American papers and about forty 
continental papers. in seven different 
languages. The third activity was to 
organize messages of greeting and 
friendliness from different English towns 
to selected continental cities. 


These messages were usually signed 
by the Mayor and a large number of 
prominent citizens of the town. 


The League also formed a number 
of women’s societies, but I cannot dis- 
cover whether it succeeded in obtain- 
ing members on the Continent as well 
as in England and America. It was 
finally amalgamated with the London 
Peace Society. 


It might be a useful task for some 
member of the PPU to study the story 
of this earlier body, so that we may be 
helped to achieve a longer life and a 
more assured success. 


By 
EDITH HUNTER 


Editor of India Bulletin and 
Hon. Secretary of Friends 
of India 


~ 


turbance? Gandhi's claim is that the 
non-violent congressmen must be ready 
to deal with any sort of circumstance 
which may arise with non-violent means. 


This in itself requires so great 
a development of moral strength that if 
it should fail to prevent violence, it is 
ready to suffer injury and to die instead. 


Gandhi's emphasis here is very 
strong on the nature of our faith in 
non-violence and he even says that “ if 
its quality is not what it should be it 
will do great harm.” Our faith in non- 
violence has to be absolute and our 
attitude free from any sort of fear. 


It should be noticed what a_ high 
standard this is to be set in the political 
sphere. In this connexion Gandhi is 
dealing. not with saints or even social 
workers. but with politicians—the men 
whose work lies in the perpetual con- 
flict of party politics and under the 
false glare of the press. 


dee standard demanded of the 
successful Congress candidate was from 
the first exceedingly high. In the flush 
of victory their leaders reminded them 
that they must be ready to sacrifice 
prestige for simple living. and high 
salaries for mere subsistance grants. 
Jawaharlal Nehru told them that they 
must get out of their heads the idea of 
money as the basis for everything. They 
had to remember that they represented 
one of the poorest nations in the world 
and their ideal must be that of service. 


Gandhi has taken his non-violent 
creed right into the political arena and 
unfolded another leaf. The pacifist 
administrator must make no use of the 
policeman (or any equivalent for the 
policeman) in his violent aspect. 


On the surface it is not apparent how 
difficult it is to maintain such an atti- 
tude in practice. Actually, it means that 
every leader of a group must have tre- 
mendous inward moral strength and 
influence. He must have, in fact, the 
power which can “ urge men’s thoughts 
to vaster issues.” 


The inward strength of the Indian 
leader is the result of the dedication 
of the whole personality to his faith, 
which in other words means the con- 
trol of the body, the mind and the 
spirit. 

Not one of those steps in the develop- 
ment of control can be left out. if one 
would gain that power which can con- 
strain men to do right and in constrain- 
ing do them no harm. The control must 
be inward. before it can be outward. 


Almost 350 


The number of public. libraries shows 
ing PEACE NEWS each week has 
almost reached 350. - 4 

During the past fortnight we have 
been informed of its entry into Hbraries 
at Ramsgate, Sheffield (Central). and 
Oldbury (3), making a total of 345. 


A. LESLIE JARRATT 


Motor Engineer 


CHURCHFIELD AVENUE, 
FINCHLEY, N.12 


will be pleased to have the 
opportunity of servicing your car 
NEW AND SECOND-HAND CARS 
SUPPLIED 


London Members phone 
HILLSIDE 2744 to arrange fer cellection 
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Speaking Personally ... 


PEACE 


NEWS 


PRINCIPLE IN POLITICS 


Final article 
by 


MAX PLOWMAN 


that I proposed to consider re- 
ligion as what a man believes and 
politics as what a man does. The 
definition is of course very rough 
and incomplete, but it will serve 


the purpose. 

When Blake said “ religion is politics,” 
what I think he meant was that religion 
is moribund unless it expresses itself in 
action, which action is politics; or, as the 
New Testament says: “Faith without 
works is dead.” 

In contrast to Blake let us put the 
philosophy of materialistic determinism 
which says, in effect, that what man 
believes is a matter of pure phantasy 
and is of no importance: all that matters 
is his awareness of his environment and 
his reaction to the existing situation. 


Thus, according to Marxian theory, 
the purpose of politics is not the practice 
of principle, but the scientific discovery 
of the objective components in any 
given situation and the consequent 
determination of the next step in an 
historic process of material develop- 
ment. (True Marxian phraseology, I 
think!) 


I: the first of these articles I said 


* 


r1AT these ideas of politics are 
4 Pe is obvious. Not only, 
says Marx, is religion not politics, 
religion is positively ‘‘ the opium of 
the people’”’; by which I understand 
him to mean that religicn is an 
unreal activity of the imagination 
which, by its concern with being 
and belief, so stupefies the mind 


that it becomcs indifferent to 
material reality. 
And as a criticism of modern 


Christianity there is much to be said for 
Marx’s judgment. 


Religion has become, for many of its 
exponents an intellectual or an emo- 
tional abstraction so artfully senarated 
from. really practical affairs, like 
politics and economics, that it makes 
no serious impression upon them. 


This ineffectual religion is now treated 
with the contempt it has deserved, and 
when the Archbishop of Canterbury 
announces a recall to religion, the 
younger generation only hears in the 
appeal the lament of a shepherd who has 
lost his sheep, while the elderly and 
orthodox interpret it as a plea for a 
stricter moral code of personal beha- 
viour such as Hitler has instituted in 
Germany by law. 

It is because religion has for so long 
been politically inoperative, that millions 
of young people have discarded religion, 
in their very desire to understand the 
nature of reality—which is, actually, the 
core of religion. 

It is because religion has become 
superficial and ineffectual in the social 
sphere, and puts up a behavourist indi- 
vidualism as its ideal in a world that 
knows its need for cooperation and true 
socialism, that people are to be found 
denying their own individuality alto- 
gether and embracing the social creeds 
of national dictatorship and the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat. 


* 


ATIONAL dictatorship means 
N the plain acceptance of spiritual 
tyranny for the sake of social pro- 
tection. What the dictatorship of 
the proletariat amounts to in fact 
is the acceptance of a theory of 
government that denies the exist- 
ence of religious principle: liberty 
of conscience is beyond its concep- 
tion. 


The only acceptable principle of the 
determinist is the principle of necessity; 


for his very definition of freedom is 
“knowledge of necessity.” According to 
him, man acts, not from belief, but 
according to obligation; man cannot 
choose, he can only conform to the 
pattern determined by circumstance. 
This acceptance of circumstance as 
the determinant of policy is common 
to all forms of political government 
throughout the world today, with the 
possible exception of India. 


The British Government does not do 
what it believes to be right and good 
according to religious principle, but what 
it believes to be in the greatest material 
interest of the British Empire regarded 
as a national unit. It does not say, as 
the Russian Government says, that it is 
irreligious by rational conviction—that 
its acts are wholly determined by politi- 
cal necessity, and that knowledge of 
political necessity is knowledge of the 
truth; but it does not act very differ- 
ently. Why? Because its religion—such 
as it is—does not inform its politics. 

The British Government does not say, 
as the German Government says, that it 
is religious by conviction and that its 


“ Angels Unite "—/3 


As Lord Arnold recently said: “ States- 
manship was the art of what was pos- 
sible,” though he did not cite the capture 
of Austria by Germany as an example. 


And if you want a perfect illustration 
of unprincipled power politics, you have 
only to look at our actions in regard to 
Abyssinia. Necessarily they have been 
unprincipled because we as a nation 
believe in the acceptance of circum- 
stance as the determinant of policy. Our 
actions have been unprincipled because 
we have no anchorage in principle. 


Not that we do not sincerely desire 
to act in accordance with principle; 
but there is no longer any effective 
means for the operation of principle 
in politics. The cord that joins our 
Christian religion to our politics is 
cut. 


Tllustrative of the fact are the recent 
actions of Lord Halifax. It will be of 
interest to pacifists to note that Lord 
Halifax, who. in his sermon at St. 
Martin’s-in-the-Fields denied to religion 
the decisive word upon politics, has been 
driven by a kind of nemesis to imper- 


id 


Drawn by ARTHUR WRAGG 


“Makes you think, doesn’t it ?” 
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...on the nature of the 
Peace Pledge Union 


sonate his doctrine at Geneva by his ac- 
ceptance of Italy’s right to Abyssinia. 

For in acknowledging that right he 
declared, in effect. that our moral and 
religious convictions were trimmings 
about the dish of necessitarian politics 
which could easily be dispensed with if 
they were not to political taste. And the 
ironic point is that he was obliged to do 
this because—as he showed in his ser- 
mon at St. Martin's—that is what he 
regretfully believes. 


* 


HE PPU exists to reassert the 
basic element of principte in 


politics. Its members are not 
essentially war-objectors  (con- 
scientious or other). They are 


not essentially war-preventers or 


War-resisters. 

Nor are they, on the other hand, es- 
sentially peace-policy promoters, League 
of Nations Union supporters or World 
Federationists. They may be all or none 
of these things; but what they are essen- 
tially is war-renouncers—people who 
have themselves given up war on princi- 
ple—people who regard references to 
conscientious principle as fundamental 
to politics, knowing that it is the key- 
stone without which the arch of politics 
will crumble into chaos. 

The PPU thus exists to point the way 
to politics based on principle; not to 
tread the way of unprincipled politics. 
It must of course aid all sincere political 
efforts which are pacific in tendency, for 
as good a reason as that we must all 
breathe the air around us; but its busi- 
ness is to advocate total war-renuncia- 
tion as the cardinal preliminary to all 
principled political action. 

Politically speaking, it is for a new 
and vital incision of principle into poli- 
tics that the PPU stands. 


Education 


WORLD’S EXPERTS 
TO MEET 


The Swiss Federal Department, as in 
previous years, has invited all govern- 
ments to be represented at the seventh 
International Conference on Public 
Education, organized by the Inter- 
national Bureau of Education, which will 
be opened on July 18, 1938. 

The agenda of this year’s conference 
is composed of two distinct parts: 
reports of the Ministries of Public In- 
struction of the various countries on the 
chief educational events during the 
school year 1937-1938; and recommenca- 
tions to the Ministries of Public Insiruc- 
tion on the following three points:— 

1. The salaries of elementary school 

teachers. 

2. The drafting and utilization of 

school text-books. 

3. The teaching of classical languages. 

The value of annual contact between 
persons responsible for the development 
of public instruction in their respective 
countries has been proved by previous 
conferences. Last year 46 governments 
sent representatives. 

Not only governments are interested 
in this conference; educationists also 
find they cannot remain indifferent to 
the discussions arising out of the ques- 
tions figuring on the agenda and to the 
comments on the reports of Ministries. 


religion is the religion of national self- 
aggrandizement; but it does not act very 
differently because it knows that British 
belief in the Fatherhood of God and the 
brotherhood ef man is, in fact, quite 
parochial and means, in fact, the Father- 
hood of the British Empire and the 
brotherhood of patriotic Britons. 


* 


Reise: USStE obs thissaetrue 
Christian principle must be 
denied by our political actions. We 
are compelled to deny the applica- 
tion of our religious principles to 
politics because what we really 
conform to is the pattern of political 
necessit;,. 


Films 


LEAGUE OFFERS PRIZES 


A competition, with prizes, for 
scenarios of documentary films on the 
League of Nations, has been opened by 
the Secretariat of the League. 

There will be two classes: 

(a) A general film, describing the funda- 
mental purposes of the Covenant and the 
League's principal activities. In this section 
there will be prizes up to a total amount of 
3,000 Swiss francs, the first prizé being not 
Jess than 1,000 Swiss francs; 

(b) A film dealing with some special aspect 
of League work (such as the settlement of 
some political dispute; some aspect of the 
work of the Health Organization; communica- 
tions and transit; control over the legitimate 


trade in opium and dangerous drugs, &c.) 
In this section prizes will be awarded up to 
a total amount of 700 Swiss francs, the first 
prize being not less than 400 Swiss francs. 

It is stipulated that the films shall be 
sound films, with English and French 
versions. Scenarios are to be complete 
with detailed technical indications, both 
as regards photography and sound, and 
should reach the Secretary-General of 
the League of Nations, Geneva, not later 
than August 1, 1938. 

Further information is obtainable from 
the Director, Information Section, Secre- 
tariat of the League of Nations, Geneva. 
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The Root of the 
Matter 


OWEVER the situation in Czecho- 
slovakia may have developed by 
the time this newspaper is read, short of 
an actual war situation, it will not lead 
to war unless the statesmen and people 
concerned deliberately choose to con- 
tinue with a policy that can only 
provoke war socner or later. 


In the first place, the immediate point 
at issue, so far from being insoluble by 
peaceful means, can very easily be 
solved peacefully. There exists, in fact, 
a method of solving it which both Ger- 
many and Czechoslovakia have already 
agreed to use. For if all else fails, there 
is the treaty signed by both in 1925, at 
the same time as the Locarno Treaty, in 
which they agreed to submit such dis- 
putes to arbitration. 


If the course is not followed, there 
can, in our opinion, be only one reason 
for it. We reject utterly—as all must 
who have any hope of the possibility 
of conducting human affairs on the basis 
of faith in men rather than cynicism— 
the assumption that Germany would 
plunge the whole world into war for the 
sake of her merest whim, or because she 
really prefers violence. Whatever may 
be said of Herr Hitter, it cannot be 
denied that he reows vell enough what 
war would mean—even for his own 
people if they should be the “victors.” 


The only reason for failure could be 
the inability of statesmen to be big 
enough to go to the real root of the 
matter. In a leading article on Monday, 
the Manchester Guardian admitted that 
whether or not Germany now secks to ground 
herself on the supposed ill-treatment of 
Sudeten Germans, the deeper danger lies in 
the demands which, through Herr HENLEIN, 
she is making on the Czech Government and 
in the inability of the Government to grant 
them. 

But a deeper danger still is the reason 
for those demands and, presumably, for 


the Czechs’ inability to grant them. 


The chief of those demands—at any 
rate the one that forms the chief 
stumbling-block—is that Czechoslovakia 
should abandon her alliance with 
Russia ana with the League of Nations. 
That is to say, Germany, dissatisfied with 
her lot, seeks to split what has hitherto 
proved to be a very effective block 
standing in the way of her development. 


It is the narrowness of mind that sees 
this problem as one of an irresistible 
force on the one hand and an immovable 
object on the other that is the only 
reason why the present situation should 
lead to war. But though it is a big 
reason and a very real reason, it can be 
overcome if statesmen—encouraged by 
a like action on our part as individuals 
and as citizens—take a broader view of 
the problem. 


That does not mean that the so-called 
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“ONE THING THOU LACKEST .. .” 
The Choice Before the 
Labour Party 


ciple is an adventure; it is an 

adventure because it is a labour 
of faith. Scores of years may pass be- 
fore its acceptance becomes sufficiently 
widespread to enable it to become a code 
of individual or national conduct. 


T« advocacy of every great prin- 


Even when’ human reason can find no 
further argument against it, men will 
still hesitate to trust it. And, of course, 
it always remains true that the proof of 
the pudding is in the eating. So until 
the people are willing to risk a bite, the 
idealists, the preachers of the new order, 
must hold their souls in patience. All 
they can do is to keep on pegging away. 


That is the plight of pacifism, and of 
pacifists, today. Pacifism is certainly 
on the map. People are compelled to 
talk about it. They are compelled 
because it is on their consciences. 


Their every argument has been met. 
“Almost thou persuadest me” is on their 
lips. Yet something is lacking. I wonder 
what it is? 


ONCE had a press correspond- 

ence with Sir Norman Angell, 
in which he said he believed in pacifism, 
believed that if applied it would work. 
But the people won’t have it, he con- 
tended. Therefore it was necessary to 
fall back on something that they would 
accept. 


Time has revealed that that something 
is the old enemy in a new coat; and that 
it has turned up capable of twenty times 
more destruction than before its resur- 
rection. 


There are a large number of people 
like Sir Norman Angell in the Labour 
movement today. Attlee has used very 
similar language to that of Sir Norman 
Angell referred to above. 


What I would like people of this type 
to explain is how any higher principle 
is ever to come into its own other than 
by those who believe in it, preaching 
it, holding it up before the people ? 


It is obvious that war, which is threat- 
ening the very fabric of civilization with 
destruction, will not be overthrown by 
anything as simple as whistling or as 
mysterious as magic: it will be over- 
thrown by one means only, the applica- 
tion of a higher principle—pacifism. 


JN last week’s PEACE NEWS a 
letter signed “Dan” very well 
expressed the confused state of mind 
which exists among large sections of the 
Labour movement today. 


The writer said he was 100 percent 
with the Peace Pledge Union in regard 
to removing the causes of war, but he 
would counter further aggression by a 


(Continued from Col. 1). 
irresistible force must either be allowed 
to sweep all before it or that it must be 
resisted by force, without regard for 
real justice and peace. Nor does it 
mean that the so-called immovable 
object must either weakly melt away or 
remain immovable, without regard for 
the right. All those alternatives are 
based on the old idea of exclusiveness 
that has caused wars throughout the 
ages and has now brought Europe to its 
present crisis. What is needed is the 
realization, at long last, that there is 
room and material enough for all 
peoples to live in this world and that 
the only struggle for existence that is 
at all necessary is not between man and 
man but the common struggle against 
natural enemies. Peace now depends 
upon the extent to which that realization 
is acted upon in the coming days and 
weeks. 


By 
WILFRED WELLOCK 


policy of “bluff.” He then goes on to 
say that pacifism should be introduced 
gradually, or else be adopted as the last 
refuge in a hopeless situation. 


Now why bluff, if you are prepared to 
do the right thing? One only bluffs when 
one has something to hide, some wrong, 
some injustice to keep dark. 


All the aggression of today is the out- 
come of manifest and universally recog- 
nized injustice. The maintenance of that 
injustice demands armaments, lying, 
spying, and endless bluff. But why bluff 
if one is determined, in so far as lies in 
one’s power, to put an end to this injus- 
tice which is the cause of all the trouble 
in international affairs? 


Unfortunately there is in the Labour 
movement a minority which is opposed 
to the making of “ concessions ”—an un- 
justifiable substitute for “justice” to 
the Have-not Powers, and ready to meet 
further aggression on their part by sanc- 
tions and if need be by war. “Dan’s” 
bluff would thus appear to be a sort of 
compromise between the pacifists and 
the militarists within the Labour Party. 


But does not “Dan” see that his bluff 
will eventually be found out, and that 
should the inhabitants of fascist coun- 
tries be as faithless as he thinks they 
may be, he is inviting them to take ad- 
vantage of his own weakness—and 
cowardice? 


And what folly to spend £350,000,000 
a year for the purpose of bluffing a sup- 
posed enemy, when an act of generosity 
costing only a tithe of that amount 
would soften the heart of the worst and 
bitterest enemy! 


OW the importance of this 

demand (for bluff) lies in the 

fact that it is supported, under the guise 

of more attractive names, by prominent 
members of the Labour Party. 


Hugh Dalton, for example, is a mem- 
ber of the group which sees security in 
vast armaments, in the creation of a 
block of “peaceful” Powers whose 
armaments shall exceed in strength 
those of the aggressor Powers. These 
advocates overlook two facts: 

1. That desperation sometimes causes 
discretion to be thrown to the winds; and 


2. That a sudden change in the balance 
of power may convert the strong block into 
the weak one and vice versa. 


The simple fact is that bluff, or great 
military power, is no insurance against 
war, while, should it lead to war, civi- 
lization will perish, and with it every 
great purpose before the Labour move- 
ment. Nevertheless, the upholders of 
collective security carry their self- 
deception to the extreme limits, as Mr. 
Mander did in the debate with Professor 
Joad, reported in last week’s PEACE 
NEWS, when he said that “ war was not 
a correct description of action under the 
League’s authority.” 


Mr. Mander and thoSe who think like 
him are free to call war by any other 
name; but no change of name will save 
civilization if and when the mighty mili- 
tary forces of the League Powers come 
into conflict with those of the anti- 
League or Have-not Powers, 


As recently as Tuesday of last week, 
at the conference of the International 
Federation of Trade Unions at Oslo, Sir 


Walter Citrine uttered this warning to 
the “Dans” and Daltons of the Labour 
movement: 


Sooner or later the democratic States will 
be compelled to cal] a halt to fascist aggres- 
sion. When that moment comes the danger 
of war will be imminent, and it is essential 
that all should recognize that it is useless to 
call upon the Government resolutely to face 
that grave contingency unless they were 
adequately armed and prepared to meet it. 


Now the “ Dans” of the Labour move- 
ment must face that demand. It is no 
use fostering pacifist sentiments under a 
cloak of armament bluff. You must 
either mean business or throw over the 
arms game altogether. The armed nation 
must first of all be armed in mind; it 
must develop a war mind, or it will be 
defeated before war commences. 


AN'S sentimental pacifism and 

equally sentimental  mili- 

tarism continue to the end. He wants 
pacifism, but he wants it to come gradu- 
ally, although how pacifism can ever 
come gradually completely mystifies me. 
Does he mean that we ought to go into 
war with half the number of aeroplanes 
possessed by the enemy? Or does he 
mean that pacifists should be allowed to 
drop loaves of bread upon Cologne while 
the air force drops bombs upon Berlin? 


The fact is that there can be no half- 
measures about pacifism. It is a faith, 
which is either accepted or rejected. 
If you accept it you burn your boats 
behind you and risk everything in its 
behalf. 


It is such a faith which current poli- 
tics lack. Had the Labour Party the 
courage to embrace pacifism it would 
very quickly become the strongest force 
not only in British but in world politics. 


The way of salvation from world war 
and world revolution has still to be 
found by governments. Pacifism is that 
way—logical consistent, constructive 
pacifism, the pacifism which rests on 
social and international justice, and 
which treads that path no matter what 
other nations do. 


The final, and thus the only real safe- 
guard against war and world collapse is 
public opinion. In the very nature of 
things humanity must, in the last resort, 
uphold the things which enlarge and 
ennoble life, and reject the things which 
destroy and depreciate life, when the 
opportunity to choose arrives. 


Two of the primary conditions of 
human progress and well-being are 
liberty and justice. Thus there can be 
no greater guarantee of peace in the 
world than the offer of these precious 
gifts to mankind. If those gifts fail to 
secure peace and good will then life it- 
self fails, and humanity is doomed tc 
perish of its own rottenness. : 


As these gifts of liberty and justice 
are basic, and make a universal appeal, 
no training is needed in the offering of 
them. All that is wanted is vision, 
courage and faith. We give them and 
trust the giving of them according to our 
faith. 


Were the Labour Party leadership to 
manifest that faith, to make it the con- 
trolling factor in its future policy, the 
country and the world would soon be 
at its feet. Lacking that faith it will 
continue to worship at the shrine of 
militarism, sing the praises of peace 
while practising the arts of war, which 
some will take seriously and others will 
call bluff, but the end of which will be 
war, and world collapse. 
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A WAR AGAINST FASCISM 


WILL BRING 
FASCISM 
HERE 


From Our Own Correspondent 


F we attempt to destroy fascism 
by war we shall ourselves be- 


come fascist, declared Bertrand 
Russell at a well-attended meeting held 
by Bradford group of the Peace Pledge 
Union in the Mechanic’s Institute last 
week. 


The next war, said Mr. Russell, would 
be directed against the civil populations. 
As soon as it broke out there would 
be iron military despotism to prevent 
civil panic; and as long as the war 
lasted “ we should all be kept in strait- 
jackets.” This despotism would not 
cease when the war was over and 
would, in effect, be fascism. 


After showing how the madness of war 
conditioned the peace which followed, 
Bertrand Russell spoke of the economic 
warfare between nations. 


THE WAY OUT 
The cooperative system, he said, was 
the way out. The Van Zeeland Report 
was a pointer in that direction. The 
prime necessity was to get fear out of 
our hearts. 


Subsequently, in reply to a question, 
Mr. Russell criticized the Government’s 
ARP proposals as creating a war 
mentality. They were inadequate, but 
the people were being led to believe 
they were adequate. 

The Rev. J. W. A. Singleton followed with 
a brief account of local PPU activities. 


Representatives of local political parties, 
peace organizations, clubs, and churches, were 
on the platform. 


A.R.P. OFFICER 
TALKS OF 
CONSCRIPTION 


From Our Own Correspondent 
EMBERS of the Peace Pledge Union 
were to the fore at a special meeting 

called by the Rayleigh (Essex) Rate- 
payers’ Association last week, to hear 
Lieutenant-Colonel G. S. McNaught, 
ARP officer for Essex (South-Eastern 
Area), speak on ARP. Leaflets were dis- 
tributed before the meeting. 


One was handed to the colonel him- 
self. He stood for a while close to the 
distributor, reading it, after which he 
said to another person: “This is a lot 
of piffle you know; but stil, conscrip- 
tien will wipe out all this.” 


The chairman’s table was ornamented 
with PPU pamphlets, and during the 
meeting the Union was given much 
publicity by the speaker. 


He agreed that many of the PPU 
statements were correct (e.g., that a gas 
mask would not keep out coal gas or car 
fumes, and that gas would penetrate 
through a brick wall after a time). 


Several questions subsequently put by 
PPU members were ruled “out of 
order” by the chairman. 


War Conditions 
Ignored 


Following are the impressions of a 
PPU member who attended an ARP 
demonstration with incendiary bombs in 
Cassiobury Park, Watford, on Saturday: 


1. The demonstration was futile as a prac- 
tical means of dealing with the bombs. The 
latter were simply ignited individually and 
put out in the approved manner with shovels 
and sand. 

2. The highlight of the demonstration, in 
which a bomb was ignited in a hut containing 
straw, &a, which burnt out in a couple of 
minutes, only seemed to show the uselessness 
of the precautions. 


3. A couple of demonstrations with boards 
three feet square, claimed to be bomb-proof, 
set the writer wondering what these boards 
would be used for, as no statement was given. 


TWO BISHOPS 
W/RTNS on air raid precautions 


in his diocesan leaflet, the 
Bishop of Liverpool, Dr. David, urges 
church people generally to give " all 
possible assistance to those preparing 
us to meet the worst." It is a strange 
conscience, he writes, which would 
allow a man to stand aside -and 
refuse to help non-combatants in 
distress. 

Dr. E. W. Barnes, Bishop of Bir- 
mingham, advised his clergy on 
Monday not to act as air wardens 
in ARP, and told them they would 
be of more use in their religious 
duties. 

“Such precautions as we hear of 
make men deem war inevitable, and 
make us all envisage a particular 
nation as an enemy,’ he added. 


PLEEU. 
SCHEME FOR 
MUTUAL AID 


CINCE outlining in PEACE NEWS 

a fortnight ago a scheme to enable 
members of the Peace Pledge Union to 
cooperate—according to their trade or 
profession—in case of need, John 
Barclay has received numerous letters 
of support for the proposal. 

The plan would work as fallows: 

1, Each member would complete a card, 
giving name, address, and occupation. 

2 This card would be filed under the 
initial letter of the “occupational” heading, 
ie., under “A” for architects, and so on; ail 
those working in architects’ offices or con- 
nected with that profession would be kept 
under the same heading. 

3. If victimization or conscience made it 
necessary for a member to change his job, 
John Barclay would be notified and all those 
in the same occupation would be informed 
so that help or offers of employment could 
be made to the “ victim.” : 

Caras would be supplied by Head- 
quarters, suitably ruled and of a size to 
fit the file. It would be helpful if each 
member stated whether he was an em- 
ployer or an employee. 

Group leaders have been asked to put 
the scheme before their members, asking 
for their help. The scheme is quite 
voluntary, and John Barclay would like 
those opposed to the idea to write to 
him, giving their reasons. 

Meanwhile an example of the sort 
of case in which such a scheme could 
be of assistance has just been provided 
in Reading. A keen member of the 
PPU in that town stood out against 
ARP and has lost his job. 

He now needs a position as a_ cycle 
mechanic. He 1s fully experienced and cap- 
able of managing a cycle business. Offers 
should be sent to the Secretary of Reading 


PPU group, 15 Upper Redlands’ Road, 
Reading. 


Money Prize 

for Military 
Training 

BUT NOT FOR EDUCATION 


Monetary reward is_ considered 
necessary in at least one public school 
to persuade boys to take up military 
training. 

“A young friend of mine at a well- 
known minor public school,” reports a 
correspondent in Worthing, “told me on 
his return for the holidays recently 
that he had won 10s. at school last term. 

“*Oh, how?’ 

“*T got through the practical exam. 
for my OTC Certificate A.’ 

“Really. How much do you get 
when you pass the School Certificate 
exam. next term?’ 

““Why, nothing.” 


Recruits for Pax 


Among those who have recently joined 
Pax, the Catholic pacifist body, are the 
Rev. W. E. Orchard, who has been in- 
terested in it since its inception, and R. 
P. Walsh, editor of the Catholic Worker. 

No. 4 of Pax Bulletin has just been 
published, and is obtainable from 17 Red 
Lion Passage, London, W.C.1. 


OF COURSE WERE OW THE RIGHT ROAD! CANT YOU SEE THE SIGNPOST ? 


Courtesy, " Evening Standard." 


Another Trap for 


Labour 


FALSE PROMISE OF PROSPERITY 
FROM BIG NAVY PLANS 


SUBTLE propaganda is being used 

in the United States to win the 
support of labour for the super-navy 
plans of the Government. 


Originally the estimated cost of the 
projected bigger navy was $800,000,000 
(£160,000,000); now it has risen to 
$1,350,000,000, and a final figure of over 
$2,000,000,000 seems possible. 


Labour is now told that the plans for 
a bigger navy are part of the scheme to 
fight the depression by spending. Labour 
costs are the chief item in naval ship- 
building, it is said; therefore labour 
ought to welcome the new “ billion 
dollar programme.” Thus, in the Journal 
of Commerce, Clarence L. Linz wrote: 

An analysis of wage costs made by the navy 
shows that approximately 84.7 percent of all 
money spent upon such a programme goes to 
labour, either directly or indirectly. This 
fact is seen as intimately related to yester- 
day’s admonition to mass industries against 
reducing wage payments. 


LABOUR STANDARDS 
REJECTED 


Despite this concern that wages should 
not be cut, the Navy Department has, in 
the past, fought vigorously against the 
application to all naval purchases of an 
Act which would insist on labour stan- 
dards in all materials bought. An 
attempt to amend the super-navy Bill, to 
make shipbuilders and munitions manu- 
facturers comply with this Act, was de- 
feated in the House by the chairman of 
the Naval Affairs Committee. 

Actually, labour does not receive 
85 percent of the amount spent. Profit 
is limited to ten percent (although some 
would like this limitation removed), and 
overhead charges on direct material and 
labour costs would account for at least 
thirty percent. 

This leaves a maximum of sixty 
percent for labour, and even thon 
interest on construction costs has not 
been taken into account. 


A study made by a conservative busi- 
ness group shows, in fact, that labour 


costs in shipbuilding amount to 35.8 per- 
cent. 

It is therefore significant that apolo- 
gists for the super-navy are telling 
labour that its share is as much as 
85 percent. 

The support of labour is vital to the 
success of the naval programme, so the 
latter is being represented as being in 
the best interests of labour itself. 
America is, in fact, being saddled with 
a “billion dollar burden,” as Senator 
Vandenburg called it, which will 
benefit no-one except manufacturers 
and financiers. 


SIT-DOWN STRIKE 
BY UNEMPLOYED 
IN CANADA 


A sit-down strike by 1,200 unemployed 
men began in Vancouver last Friday. 
The men asked for immediate work and 
wages, and they took occupation of three 
buildings—the post office, the art 
gallery, and the Georgia Hotel. 

At midnight on Saturday 400 of the 
men left the hotel on the promise of the 
city council that food would be provided 
over the weekend. The remaining 800, 
however, were still in possession of the 
art gallery and the post office on Sun- 
day morning. 

The local authorities did not want to 
turn the men out by force. They took 
the view that before the city police 
interferred it would be necessary for 
the Government at Ottawa to demand 
their expulsion from the post office, as 
the men had not been violent. 


NEW POSTER 

“Are you a Christian? Do you love 
your enemies?” asks the latest poster 
published by the Northern Friends Peace 
Board (Spring Bank, Rawdon, near 
Leeds), and Friends Peace Committee 
(Friends House, Euston Road, London, 
N.W.1.). 
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A WOMAN'S 
POINT OF VIEW 


Y job in life is by no means an 
Me one. It calls for much 

chought, courage, sacrifice, thrift, 
and resource. It is overshadowed with 
deep domestic disharmony and poverty, 
through no fault of my own. And I have 
eare of four little sons—eleven, nine, 
five, and 2} years—on means not merely 
slender but inadequate. 


{ have lived on 29s. weekly (when [ 
had three sons); then 32s. as unemploy- 
ment benefit was raised, and then 38s. 
after the fourth boy was born. At 
present the man is working, and I have 
£2 2s. 6d., less any time off. 


My first consideration is rent, 15s. 
Other expenses are: 


Coal ... 3s. 8d. (Summer, Is. 10d.). 

Light ... 1s. 6d. to 2s. (Summer, Is.) 

Club ... 3s. 

Milk ... 2s. 

School milk 1s. 5d. (Three boys, twice 
daily) 

Potatoes ls. 3d. (Sack rates) 

Flour ... 5s. (Sack rates) 

Margarine 10d. 

Glbs. Sugar Is. 3d. 


I buy flour and potatoes by the sack, 
and the weeks I do not need to (say, one 
in five), I buy extra in dry goods or 
eggs. I make all my own bread and 
cakes, and use fat from meat for scones 
and cakes, mince the poor part of meat 
and fat and use for pies or stew hash. 


* 


CLOTHING cannot be bought. It has 
to be created out of old or cast-off 
garments, and the feet must be shod in 
summer time, when coal and light can 
be saved and food lessened, and supple- 
mented by wild food of the hedgerows. 
The making of clothes for a family 
adds considerably to one’s task, and thus 
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THE MOTHER 


it is one continual round of jobs, which 
is sometimes apt to become irksome, 
especially when one is not too well. 

Yet are there not compensations in 
this hard life—when one has children? 
children do make work, but do they 
not also make greater joy and happi- 
ness for the mother? 


Their very helplessness and_ trust 
points so strongly to the duty of teach- 
ing them the right way of living, to 
become worthy men, living good, clean, 
healthy, and useful lives. 


The truth of this must surely draw 
from us who are mothers the very best 
that is within us. 


* 


OW proud I was when my boy, at ten 

years old, won a County School 
Scholarship—top of his school and 
seventh in the County. Did I not feel 
my struggle (for struggle it is) was 
worth while? 


Am I not proud when I see him look- 
ing equal to others in so much better 
circumstances at his sckool, and none of 
his fellow-schoolmates ever guessing we 
are so poor? Nor our friends, either! 
and how proud when I see two of my 
boys’ names in the local press, each top 
of his respective grade in examinations. 


Oh yes, even a hard life has its joys, 
that give one fresh courage and new 
endeavour to plod on. 

I am on the executive committee of a 
Women’s Institute; also on the entertain- 
ments committee, and secretary of cur 
concerts. Our last made £24. Only a 
few of the members know my posi- 
tion. You see, I work instead of ziving 
money. When calls are made, I make 
little garments up, and realize more for 
them than those who give money. 
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GOVERNMENT CHARGED: 


“You Have Sent Up — 
Cost of Living 
By 333°/,” 


of living were voiced at two 


ROTESTS at the rising cost 
Pp held 


women’s conferences 


recently. 


Speaking at the conference of the 
Women’s Liberal Federation in Bath 
last Thursday, Mrs. Cakes, of Grimsby, 
said the price of necessary foodstuffs 
had increased 334 percent since the 
present government came into power. 


She was one of twelve women who 
gave five-minute talks. They came from 
every federation area and presented a 
distressing picture of conditions in 
England and Wales. 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S 
PROBLEMS 


The difficulties facing younger men 
and women were specially emphasized 
by several speakers. Mrs. Miller said 
that in Darlmgton there were many 
young married people childless or with 
only one child—the small wage earner 
could not afford a family. “I think these 
women might strike against having 
children because of the high cost of 
living,” she said. 

Another speaker, Miss Belzer, attri- 
buted the decline in population to the 
fact that people were too poor to be able 
to support children. 


Mrs. Neville Dixey said that the ter- 
rible conditions existing in England 
today were the breeding grounds of 
revolution. One could understand the 
young people from such homes growing 
up with any “ism” which promised 
them a change, she said. 

The most serious thing was that we 
bringing up a C3 population unfit to take 
its share in the responsibilities of 
citizenship. 

“While this National Government is 
in power, these things will go on,” she 
continued, “unless we make a tremen- 
dous agitation making it clear that we 
are sick of these conditions and do not 
intend them to continue.” 


What are Women Doing for Peace? 


HEN I appealed for women to join in the conversations on “ What 
is Peace,” the response, although not overwhelming, was good. 
Although it was a correspondent who urged me to concoct a con- 
versation on what women were doing, a request for contributions has 


brought one reply. 


me Are women then, doing nothing for peace? 


Or are they doing so 


little that it does not seem worth recording? Or have all women 


readers this week been spring-cleaning? 


Or have they suffered, one 


and all at the same time, from laziness, inertia and depression? 


I do not pretend to know the answer. The single contribution 
appears below: it is an account of a group of women who meet weekly 


to exchange views on various topics. 


The subject of discussion on 


this escasion was the pamphlet, Six Reasons Why ‘/omen Should Join 


the Peace Pledge Union Now. 


IN women met together last week. 

One was a spiritualist, three were 
Church of England and Conservative in 
outlook, one belonged to the Oxford 
Group, one was a Quaker, one was 
“nothing” and Left in politics, and the 
rest Nonconformists. All but two have 
children. 

With the main idea of peace, most 
agreed. “Of course, we don’t want our 
children bombed,” &c. 

Then came diverse opinions. One said 
we must alter the economic system. 
While some are insecure, and others 
over-rich (people and nations), we shall 
have wars. _ 

Several, were afraid that they could 
not face the loss of economic security 
if they did not fall in with the rest of 
the nation, They could not see the 


M. S. 


good of their husbands leaving their 

jobs at the factory just because they 

were engaged in manufacture of war 
materials. 

Women, on the whole, hate insecurity, 
especially when they have children. 

One quoted Mrs. Roosevelt’s sugges- 
tion that we had no more babies. (This 
was not felt to be a practical idea). 
Another member said, “Is it not human 
nature to strive? Has not history proved 
that wars have always ended civiliza- 
tions? Why should we be exempt?” 
(She had seen Shape of Things to Come 
and was greatly impressed.) 

The case of Abyssinia was cited. “If 
we make no resistance,” it was said, 
“how can we be sure we shall not be 
treated in the same way. Look at 
Austria!” 


A new member that afternoon asked 
why was it so easy for “foreigners” to 
enter England? Surely that encouraged 
spying? She was asked if she knew the 
regulations under which, say, foreign 
women were allowed to enter English 
families in employment? On being told, 
she agreed that since we had so little 
in the way of facts upon which to base 
our statements, we had no right to 
generalize. 


WOMEN IN 
OTHER LANDS 


There was a member who asked if 
women abroad had a fear of us as we 
had of them. 


A member who had been to 
Germany three years ago, said she saw 
a picture-in a cinema there showing a 
film of manceuvres on Salisbury Plain. 
A shudder of fear went through the 
German audience. 


In the same way we are affected by 
the warlike pictures we see of other 
countries. We had to remind ourselves 
that they had a civilian and homelife, 
too. 


It was given as a hope that even in 
Italy, Germany, France, Austria, &c., 
there might be similar groups of puzzled 
women meeting and discussing the same 
sort of subjects. This gave a new hope 
to our minds. We should like informa- 
tion on this point, if possible. 


“END TAXES AND 
TARIFFS ” 


The conference had previously vassed 
a resolution, moved by Mrs. Fred 
Waterhouse, advocating the removal of 
such taxes and tariffs as raised the cost 
of living, the transference of rates from 
buildings and improvements to site 
values, and the setting up of a Trade 
Board in each industry where wages 
should be brought up to the 55s. 
minimum. 


Almost 4,000,000 of our people 
suffered actual hunger every week, 
said Mrs. Waterhouse, and 10,000,000 
had a diet deficient in essentials. 


It would be regarded as gross extra- 
vagance for a man with an income of 
£1,000 a year to spend £250 on rent, but 
that, and even more, was the proportion 
paid in rent by many low-waged 
workers. 


Tariffs, marketing boards, and quotas 
were condemned by Mrs. Roberts, of 
Caernarvon, as the cause of the high cost 
of living. Milk was now up to tenpence 
a quart in winter. Tuberculosis in 
Wales was serious, and milk was one of 
the preventatives. “We want to get free 
trade back and in the meantime try to 
get prices as low as possible,” she said. 


Food Stored for 
War—while 
Many are Hungry 


N an address to the National Confer- 

ence of Labour Women at Leamington 
on May 11, the Chairman, Miss B. Anng 
Godwin, said: 

“It is only natural that the women’s 
side of the movement, representing as it 
does the custodians of the household 
purse, should view with special alarm 
the rising cost of living. Not only have 
the increases of wages secured on the 
trade union side been eaten into; there 
are many thousands of our people, 
unemployed, old age pensioners, and 
others, who were already down to the 
bar2 bones of existence before the 
increases came. 

“For them increases, in food prices 
in particular, spell disaster, and those 
of us who know the shifts and con- 
trivances in these homes, may well be 
sickened by the smug assurance of Sir 
John Simon that another tuppence on 
tea is a contribution which the poorest 
sections of the community will 
willingly make to. the cause of 
rearmament....” 

The bulk of one session was devoted to 
a discussion of the report on Socialism 
and the standard of living, prepared by 
the standing Joint Committee of Indus- 
trial Women’s Organizations. The 
report criticized what is called the 
inadequacy of the official cost of living 
index and the index of wage rents. 


WASTEFUL HIGH 
PROFITS 

While emphasizing that the Labour 
movement does not want low prices at 
the expense of producers, the report 
says that housewives are prepared to 
pay a reasonable price for all they buy, 
but are not prepared to continue 
indefinitely paying for costly and 
wasteful methods of high profits, either 
to producers or to middlemen. 

Introducing the report, Miss Mary 
Sutherland, chief woman officer of the 
Labour Party, said: 

“The Government tells us that it has 
built up wheat “supplies against a 
national emergency. The national 
emergency that it has in mind is a war. 

“Why cannot we have a Govern. 
ment which will build up the food- 
stuffs of the people against the 
national emergency of malnutrition, 

‘which is with us all the time? 

“That is an emergency which requires 
Government action as much as any, 
threat of war.” 


W ADY HANBURY, on her | Dorset 
& state has made the population of 
five villazes ARP conscious: 

“T have never seen villagers take so 
much interest.’ she said. “They have 
turned out better than for a Christmas 
tree.” 

After all, a Christmas tree belongs to 
the festival of goodwill and loving one’s 
fellows and all that kind of mush. What 
else could you expect? 

A merry ARP to you, villagers of 
Dorset. 


CLERIHEW 
To the suggestion in PEACE NEWS 
about Clerihews, our office boy has 
responded with: 
Sir John Simon 
Would do quite well to climb on. 
What that boy lacks in true poetic 
genivs he makes up by his practical out- 
look: 


TRIBUTE 
The Nazi Party in Upper Austria has 
presented to Herr Hitler a prehistoric 
stone club as a symbol of the absorp- 
tion of Austria by the Reich. 
—Berlin Correspondent of The Times. 
And then, of course, there were the 
baby clothes sent anonymously to the 
Fuhrer on his birthday. 


FOR YOUR BOOK LIST 

Have you read The Olive Branch? 
Probably not, because only the title has 
been written. 

In the Householders’ ARP Chart, 
which is being displayed on bookstalls, 
there is an attractive drawing of a 
refuge room. All the articles in the 
room are num ered and explained in 
notes. Article No. 18 is a book which is 
seen in the drawing lying on the table 
with a pack of cards and some toys. The 
book has a title: The Olive Branch. 

The chart is:sold as “ Illustrating 
Home Office Instructions.” We wonder 
whether the Home Office or the artist 
was responsible for the delightful 
cynicism—seen also, by the way, in the 
loys, which consist of a soldier and a 
cannon. 


NICE AND QUIET 
Which reminds us of this fairly well- 
known story: 
Mother, may we go and see Snow 
White? 
No, dear, it’s too gruesome. Why 
don’t you go up to the nursery and 
practise your gas-mask drill? 


PRESENT TENSE 

Headline from an evening: paper: 
Tiger Springing on Maharajah. 

Very tense. We will let you know next 
week if the tiger has alighted. 


AN ILL WIND 

News from the Empire Exhibition. 
It haus been found that the ordinary 

eloth Union Jack will not withstand 
the force of the wind at the summit of 
the tower, the original flag having 
been torn to shreds within a week... 
A clear case of sabotage, though it is 

not stated from which quarter the wind 

was blowing. 


GARDENING NOTE 

The carefree days after the War when 
we thought we could rest on our laurels. 

Thus Mr. Eden, talking of England. 

The laurel is a plant ill-adapted for 
resting on, It is usually spattered with blood 
and tears and must be protected against 
other plants by a strong rearmament pro- 
gramme. It is likely to arouse envy in the 
hearts of other gardeners and must be 
vigorously defended, 


HIGH LEVEL OF ERUDITION 
“TY can now do my addition,” said Sir 
John Simon in his budget speech. 


CONFIDENCE 

The New Statesman reports a saying 
overheard in the West Fulham election 
which has sung in my brain ever since: 
“Tve great confidence in Chamberlain. 
A wonderful man for his age.” 


The morning news is awful 

Just look at the front page. ‘ 
“T've great confidence in Chamberlain, 
A wonderful man for his age.” 


The income tax goes up and up 

And down and down my wage. 

“Tve great confidence in Chamberlain, 
A wonderful man for his age.” 

By making planes and guns and bombs 
All fears we can assuage. 

“Tve great confidence in Chamberlain, 
A wonderful man for his age.” 


BILL SMITH, any land : 


bank clerk ; intelligent and hunane ; 

would not hurt a fly ; spends his 

leisure in reading and playing 
cricket. 


s 
automaton who will do what he is 
told without question ; expert with 
bayonet ; has completely overcome 
his original repugnance to murder, 


With apologies to SHELL 


LETTER 


A READER in Harborne, Birmingham, 
**™ has felt “bound to write and 
express my delight at the privilege of 
reading PEACE NEWS every week.” I 
think, from the point of view of the way 
it is put, that is one of the nicest letters 
we have ever had in our sometimes 
embarrassingly large fan-mail. 

Which is just as well, since the letter 
contains, as it happens—though not by 
intention—a hidden reproof. It goes on: 

The ordinary daily national press tries. by 


all the cunning means of mental suggestion, 
to lead the mob into a war mentality with 


a mythical “ collective security ” as the only 
hope. A sentence starting “We understand 
that,” or “We hear on good authority,” or 
“It is generally understood " is often a mere 
trap for the unwary. 

My fellow-feeling for 
“even” of the “ordinary” press—was 
stirred. As the horrible realization 
came over me that something like the 
same sort of censure might be brought 
upon me. it occurred to me that since I 
might incur.the charge over something 
I had written in all good. if utterly mis- 
taken. faith. so the poor “ordinary” 
journalist might not always be guilty of 
deliberately making up the “news” 
when he doesn't know it. 


journalists— 


Wrong Again 
ND then. I think it was the very next 
day. came an example of how easy 
it can be to lay “a mere trap for the 
unwary” by saying something one 
thinks one knows so well to be true that 
one does not bother to check up on it— 
and saying it in the convincing conver- 
sational style which has put my corre- 
spondent on his guard against my 
fellow-journalists. 
Fortunately, there is no danger, in this 
case, of having led any mob into a war 
mentality. But Iam none the less sorry. 


“* ) at .aet theright bor haa heen written” 


THE HEART 


The Prevention and Care of Cardiae Conditions 
By JAMES &. THOMSON 
{Tharsons, 3s. 6d) 
A. &. Neftl writes—‘‘. . . the moat optimistic 
book I have read on any medical subject... 
I wish I could give away a miilian copies.‘ 
From a Medical Dactor :—**. ... I feel that 


at last the right book has been aritten. . . 
the needs of both patient and practitioner are 
supplied. 

Health & Life Editorial:—" . . 
sound physiology, sound reasoning, sound psy- 


combining 


chology and seund inatruction . . . has its 
reots firmly in the strong soil of observation, 
technical knowledge and experience.”’ 
From all Booksellers. or 3s. 10d. by post trom 
E.S.N.T., 11 Drumsheugh Gurdena, 
Edinburgh, 


FROM THE 


EDITOR 


not only to have made untrue statements 


. about someone—albeit in good faith— 


but to find how little I really knew about 
one of the Sponsors. 

I refer, of course, to Harold Bing. 
about whom I have already had one mis- 
conception removed! 


The Facts 
THIS is whaf I ought to have known 
about him: 

He is not the warden of an Adult School, 
but of an educational settlement. a community 
centre for adult education—a people's college, 
if you like. 

An educational settlement. of which there 
are a number scattered up and down the 
country (such as the Mary Ward Settlement 
and Toynbee Hall here in London) has no 
essential connexion either with the Society of 
Friends or the Adult School Movement. 

In the case of the Folk House, of which 
Harold Bing is warden, it is true that an 
Adult Schoo: meets there on Sunday mornings. 
But that is only one of thirty or forty activi- 
ties gathered under one roof. 

The settlement cooperates with many 
other bodies interested in social and 
educational work. 


Keep Calin 
LONDon’s streets at midday on Mon- 
day were filled with newspaper 


11 


Twenty-one Years 
Ago 


From the New Crusader, May 18, 1917. 


APPLICANT (before the Tribunal): 
“T feel on my present position an atti- 
tude I have had for years; that war is 
wrong: it is contrary to the teaching of 
Jesus Christ.” 

THE CHAIRMAN: 
that.” (Applause.) 


“We all believe 


e * © * 


AN INVOLUNTARY WITNESS 


A CO on Alternative Service attend- 
ing cattle to a certain market underwent 
some scornful treatment by the farmers 
and buyers. 

“Tf I thought,” said a farmer frankly, 
“that you would hit back, I would knock 
you down! ” 


Queer Origins of 


THE WORDS 
WE USE 


6.—BAN 


A word which is commonly used today 
to describe the attitude of the press 
toward the pacifist movement. 


Though this word really means 
nothing more terrible than “ summon” 
(being from the Anglo-Saxon word for 
this—bannan), it has acquired its 
present meaning from the fact that 
people were summoned for the pur- 
pose of having some kind of curse or 
sentence pronounced upon them. In 
particular this was the case in the 
church. The words “banish” and 
“bandit” are virtually the same as 
the noun “ ban.” 


placards announcing the latest news of 
“the crisis.” 


To add to the sense of possible catas: 
trophe that was in the air, large RAF 
bombers flew over the city—as a curtain- 
raiser for Empire Air Day. 


Ten minutes later came a commercial 
aeroplane, towing an _ advertising 
trailer. It read: Keep cool in Aertex. 


** Enemies ”’ Into Friends 


HOSE who were at the PPU camp 

last year may remember Edmund 
Cocksedge, who gives on page three a 
glimpse of one aspect of the problem of 
Palestine. 

He joined the community centre at 
Skipsea. Driffield. and later decided to 
work his passage out to Palestine and 
live there as long as he could find food 
for services rendered. After his stay 
with the Jewish settlers he hopes to go 
and live with the Arabs for a montn 
before returning in July. 

After the rather exciting experience 
of living among those who feel they 
must be always on watch with arms 
against those who are to be his new 
friends. Edmund Cocksedge should have 
some even more interesting news to send 
us. A postscript to his last letter read: 


Was just putting this into the enve!ope 
when -shots rang out. There was a silent 
mobilization of the Kibbutz to safe buildings, 
but nothing further happened. 


‘The sign of 

THE HOLIDAY 

THAT IS DIFFERENT! 
e 


The C.H.A., a non-profit making body, provides recreative holidays 


with Hosts and Hostesses at 4I delightful Holiday Guest Houses 
in Great Britain and on the Continent. 


{ Cd 


" 


Feusorvessceses 


Charges in Great Britain: 


42'- to 55- per week. 


CONTINENTAL HOLIDAYS 
16 days with 8 organised excursions, travel by normal express services, 
: from £12 2s. 6d. 


shalt elaaheleeeatatiaiehehahertateie eee heehee LL tte Li hii fiiilitititt titi tit tte} 


Ilustrated Handbook will be sent on application to the Booking Department, 


C. H. A. 
' ROOM N, BIRCH HEYS, FALLOWFIELD, MANCHESTER, 14 
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NEW BOOKS 


CONTRADICTORY 
POLICIES 


Cooperation or Coercion. By L. P. 
Jacks. Heinemann. 8s. 6d. 


Reviewed by IV. B. Curry 


HIS book is a sustained attack on 

the notion that peace can be secured, 
or international law vindicated, by the 
use of the League of Nations as an in- 
strument of coercion. 

It points out to begin with that this 
use of the League “is obviously futile 
so long as nations needing coercion are 
members of the machinery intended to 
coerce them.” It draws attention to the 
need, under these circumstances, to dis- 
tinguish between nations “‘ known to be 
loyal’ (whatever that may mean) ” and 
nations suspected of disloyalty, and Dr. 
Jacks points out that “the proposal if 
taken seriously would rouse the war 
drums in every powerful nation not in- 
cluded in the partnership.” 

The armaments to be used for the 
coercion of sovereign states are them- 
selves the expression of the bellicose 
nature of the sovereign state. It is futile 
to suppose that any state is prepared 
either to put its armaments at the dis- 
posal of some supernational authority or 
to submit to coercion itself. “Can there 
be any doubt, for example, that Great 
Britain, if threatened with coercion 
from any source, would resist it to the 
utmost? ” 

On this theme Dr. Jacks cites effec- 
tively the early history of the United 
States and quotes contemporary authori- 
ties to show how impossible it would 
have been to get the federal principle 
established if the constitution had in- 
cluded any provision for the coercion of 
the separate states. “It is one of the 
maddest projects that was ever devised,” 
wrote Alexander Hamilton, of the 
principle of coercion. 

Dr. Jacks therefore believes that the 
League must drop its coercive functions 
and, if it believes in disarmament, set 
the example of practising what it 
preaches. If it devotes itself to coopera- 
tion based on good faith, the nations 
will gradually discover that their arma- 
ments are not needed. He points out, 
quite rightly, that the threat of sanctions 
and the challenge to good faith destroy 
each other, for “the threat of sanctions 
assumes the possible bad faith of those 
on whose good faith you propose to 
rely.” 

Dr. Jacks believes that the League 
should begin by devoting itself to 
economic cooperation. Bad faith in 
military alliances is proverbial since no 
nation will in fact use its armaments, 
except when it believes its own interests 
to be involved, whereas in the economic 
sphere habits of good faith are much 
more firmly established. 

If the nations could agree to devote 
ten percent of their present expenditure 
on armaments to an international fund 
devoted to economic appeasement, they 
might lay the foundations of a form of 
jnternational cooperation which would 
greatly reduce the causes of war, and 
therefore diminish the likelihood of war. 

There seems to me three weaknesses 
jin this book. First, it is unduly repeti- 
tive, and what is said in 150 pages could 
well have been said in fifty. A book 
should be as short as possible. Secondly, 
the gibes at pacifists seem to me point- 
less, since everything Dr. Jacks says 
justifies their refusal to have anything 
to do with war. Thirdly, it is disappoint- 


ing to find that he never challenges the - 


principles of sovereignty. 

It is doubtless realistic to assume that 
in present circumstances nations will 
not forego any of their sovereignty, but 
to the present reviewer it seems one of 
the principle tasks of those who work 
for peace to bring the idea of sover- 
eignty into contempt as probably the 
silliest invention of mankind. We may 
have to put up with it for the present, 
but why write as if it were part of the 
eternal order of things? 


A PEACE POLICY FROM 
U.S.A. 

The Family of Nations. By Nicholas 
Murray Butler. Scribner’s. 10s. 6d. 
In this volume President Butler—he is 
president of Columbia University, presi- 
dent of the American Academy of Art 
and Letters, and (more to the point) 


president of the Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace—has collected 
together thirty-one essays and addresses 
delivered by him between the beginning 
of 1934 and the end of 1937. It isn’t a 
very good book. In my opinion, books 
made up of such matter seldom are; 
lacking continuity and direction, they 
tend to repeat themselves and to arrive 
nowhere. E 


Actually, with more than three 
hundred pagefuls of verbiage, it is not 
easy to extract what concrete proposal 
President Butler really stands for. 

He realizes, certainly, the need to get 
down to economic causes of war: 

The outstanding world problem, national 
and international, is to find ways to meet 
in a spirit of justice and human kindness, 
and without delay, the proper economic 
aspirations both of nations and of indi- 
viduals in order that the temptation to 
international war and to domestic revolu- 
tion may be removed. 

If one asks how he proposes to achieve 
this consistently with the (American) 
individualism he upholds, he does not 
fail to ring the bell once more: 

What is wanted is not less liberty or 
restrictions on liberty, but a_ better 
humankind to comprehend and to use 
liberty. 

But how to set about these things? 
The first step (“the quickest and most 
certain path to the assurance of inter- 
national peace”) is to re-ratify the Pact 
of Paris, re-renouncing war as an instru- 
ment of national policy—and if that 
doesn’t work, presumably re-re-ratify. 
After that one passes by insensible—or 
anyway undefined—stages to an interna- 
tional police force preserving world 
order under direction from The Hague 
Court of International Justice. 

Most of us have heard it too often to 
want three hundred and over pages 
more, which add nothing to the vague 
idea and consider none of the obvious 
difficulties. “This,” says the President, 
“is not a suitable time for mere phrase- 
making and inconsequential discussion.” 
But his book is little more, and of its 
nature could be little more, the indivi- 
dual items being most of them too short 
for more than the most general develop- + 
ment of his broad idea. 

It is typical of his outlook that he 
uses the word “pacifism” (so far as I 
recall) only once—applying it to a 
speech by Sir John Simon, whom he 
numbers, with Lord Cecil, General 
Smuts and Sir Austen Chamberlain, 
among our peacemaking statesmen! 

GEOFFREY WEST. 


THE CHURCH AND SOCIAL 
REFORM 


Religion and Public Affairs. Edited by 
Harris Franklin Rall. Macmillan. 
8s. 6d. 


This book, which consists of nine 
chapters written by men of eminence in 
the world of theology, philosophy, and 
sociology, has a two-fold purpose. It is 
intended on the one hand to honour the 
memory of Francis John McConnel, 
Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and on the other hand to illus- 
trate the relation of religion to public 
affairs in America. 

“To change the opinion of a nation 
is to make history.” The American 
church has been credited with the 
making of such history at least once 
during the last twenty years. The 
occasion was the steel strike in 1919, 
when, under the chairmanship of Bishop 
McConnell, the church set’ up a Com- 
mission of Inquiry, the findings of which 
changed the opinion of, the whole 
nation. 

Convincei that a God who could not 
command the’whole of life would soon 
have no place in any of it, Bishop 
McConnel had a vision of the church as 
the spearhead of social reform, and he 
worked with an indefatigable energy 
and willingness to sacrifice himself for 
the cause. 

Samuel Guy Inman, who writes the 
chapter on International Relationships, 
illustrates the valiant part played by the 
Protestant churches in defeating the 
efforts for armed intervention in Mexico. 
He describes the inauguration of the 
“pood neighbour” policy by Dwight 
Morrow, the American Ambassador, 
whose work in Mexico can be summed 
up by these words spoken to a friend the 
day before he left for that country: “I 


do not know my programme, but I know 
this—I am going to like the Mexicans.” 

“The price of peace is the gift of 
freedom to all nations, even if it means 
the sacrifice of national interests. There 
can be no enduring peace, unless we will 
to act justly,” writes Professor 
Radhakrishnan in his chapter entitled 
“Hast and West.” 

It is mystifying that his only reference 
to pacifists is a gibe at what he calls the 
“sentimental pacifist,” whom he likens 
to the young man who, having heard 
that the purpose of football is to get the 
ball to the other side of the goal-posts, 
got up one dark night and put it there. 

I cannot think he intends to class all 
pacifists in that category, as his whole 
attitude toward peace and war is based 
on the principles of constructive 
pacifism. He sees in the Treaty of Ver- 
sailles the cause of all the political chaos 
of today, and his plea for “ the spirit that 
driveth out fear, the love that destroys 
selfishness” is nothing less than a de- 
mand for the application of the pacifist 
faith. ° 

MARY GAMBLE. 


CLEAVAGE IN THE 


CHURCHES 
War and the Christian. By Canon 

Charles ©. Raven. Student Christian 

Movement Press. 5s. 

This is the fourth book which has 
appeared in the Student Christian 
Movement Religious Book Club list. 

In the first book, Canon Barry states 
that the subject of war is “the clearest 
instance of the crucial decision which 
Christian thought must face.” Then, 
with that cleverness which so many 
“popular” writers of the moment 
possess, he completely dodges the 
question and gives no answer at all. 

Canon Raven does. He gives the 
Christian pacifist answer, and he gives 
it in no uncertain way. Here is his own 
summary of it:— 

The pacifist is convinced that the faith of 
Jesus is universally valid, that the Cross is 
the instrument of salvation, that by it alone 
is the koinonia, the communion, and com- 
munity of the Holy Spirit realizable, that 
man is made for such community, that he 
can only attain it by using means consistent 
with his end, that war is a denial of those 
means, a frustration of that end, that here 
and now spiritual resources are available, 
that they are in the long run the most 
potent factors in history, and that the 
urgency of the issue challenges every 
Christian to take the risk of an uncom- 
promising rejection of war. (Page 140.) 
Canon Raven writes in a thoroughly 

generous spirit. He is scrupulously fair 
to those who differ with him, putting 
their case with a charity rarely found in 
literature on this subject; and then like 
a flash of lightning showing up the fatal 
flaw in every position which says, “ yes, 
but: {Fez 

He does not attempt to veil the deep 
cleavage in the ranks of Christians on 
the subject of war. Rather, he lays it 
bare to the roots and thus shows the 
reasons for its existence. And then he 
foes on to make some positive sugges- 
tions for its removal. 

I am sure that Christians who have 
not yet reached the pacifist position will 
have their eyes opened to things they 
did not see. before; and that a good 
many of them will be won for the 
pacifist cause, if only they will read this 
book in the spirit in which it has been 
written. 

Further, I suggest that those non- 
Christian pacifists who fail to realize 
the church’s problems, should read this 
book carefully. They will learn to 
sympathize instead of to gibe. 

It is not an easy book, but it swings 
along in a gripping style from start to 
finish. No thinker, pacifist or not, can 
afford to miss it; for all will find in it 
good mental food, served in a truly 
digestible manner. 

I hope it will have an immense sale. 

R. H. Le MESSURIER. 


ECONOMIC AND REAL 
VALUES 


Confessions of an Economic Heretic. By 
J. A. Hobson. George Allen & 
Unwin. 5s. 

The reviewer's task is to give some 
idea of what can be expected from a 
book. The title of Mr. Hobson’s latest 
work hardly suggests the miscellaneous 
nature of its contents; the two or three 
chapters of economics which are brought 
jin toward the end have a lengthy pre- 
face of autobiography, sociology, ethical 
theory, political propaganda, recent 
history, and general reminiscence. 

This he holds is necessary because our 
economic thought is largely conditioned 


by our social environment. The basis 
of his own humanist economics, and 
(unconsciously), of all economics is thus 
psychological. Ethics, politics, and 
economics are all part of the same thing. 

In a sense he is right. Unless it 
serves political, social and moral ends, 
economics is valueless. Our social 
environment will help to determine the 
ends we choose. But economics itself is 
concerned not with ends but with 
means; and so its laws, like the laws of 
mathematics, remains true whatever 
my social position or philosophical 
belief, whether I am a Marxist, a 
Kantian or a Logical Positivist, whether 
I am Governor of the Bank of England, 
a Chinese peasant or a Russian 
Commissar. 

His second heresy is in regarding 
money as an inadequate measure of 
value. I pay nothing for friendship or 
the air I breathe, but these things are 
not valueless. The difficulty is a verbal 
one. By value the economist means 
“searcity or exchange value.” This is 
not “real” value, but if Mr. Hobson can 
show how real value can be assessed 
objectively, he will, indeed, have made 
an important discovery. 

It is perhaps a testimony to his own 
past services to economics that his other 
“heresies” are no longer considered 
heresies at all. The inadequacy of the 
theory of perfect competition as an 
explanation of present-day economic 
Phenomena is now recognized fairly 
generally, and the foundations of a new 
theory have been laid by Joan Robinson, 
Chamberlain, and others, while the over- 
saving “heresy” is accepted by J. M. 
Keynes himself. 

Although Mr. Hobson has had a very 
varied life, the autobiographical parts of 
his book make very dull reading. It 
would have been interesting to hear 
more about personalities like E. D. 
Morel, Lowes Dickinson, and Ramsay 
MacDonald, and less about social and 
religious movement of which, despite his 
first-hand knowledge, he has very little 
new to say. While we hardly expect 
more on such subjects as fascism, the 
constant repetition of old truisms, 
however true, becomes very tedious. 

TREVELYAN C. GARDNER. 


JOURNEYS IN SPAIN 


Inside Spain. By Geoffrey Brereton. 
Quality Press. 3s. 6d. 

A book as casual and incidental as 
Inside Spain in its descriptions of a 
country in the throes of a civil war, calls 
for some explanation. 

A traveller who has lived and moved 
about in Spain to the extent Mr. Brere- 
ton has, would be able to write a score 
of books of this type, and yet the twenty 
books might not give any better impres- 
sion than the one: everything depends 
upon the selection of the incidents de- 
scribed. The last chapter assures us 
that these light and racy descriptions 
are intended to present a realistic 
picture of “inside” Spain. 

In the main the descriptions are of 
people, and of conversations with people 
of the types which make up the country, 
and whom the author met while hopping 
about in Government territory on lor- 
ries, standing about in town and village 
squares, seeking hotels, hunting for 
meals, and looking for lorries for a 
“lift,” which was always free, and often 
supplemented with a free meal from the 
driver. 

What most strikes one in this book is 
the extent to which the Spanish people 
have accommodated themselves to the 
war—accepted it as a normal fact. At 
the same time they are sick of it and 
almost completely ignorant of its why 
and wherefore. Most of them now re- 
gard air raids as we would a thunder 
storm. Here and there one meets an 
active trade unionist, a syndicalist or 
communist, but invariably their think- 
ing is woolly. 

One gathers that the percentage of 
literate and intelligent people in Spain 
is very small, and that the peasantry 
lead a hard and frugal life. One also. 
gathers that the Spaniards are a char- 
acterful people who will strongly resist 
dictatorship, whether of the Left or 
Right, and that the struggle for emanci- 
pation from landlordism and the Church 
will continue, na matter who wins the 
present war. If Franco wins, the 
struggle will be of longer duration, that 
is all. 

Incidentally the author’s sarcastic de- 
scription of British and other tourists 
who run over to Spain to have a look at 
the war, ought to deter these romantic 
adventurers. 

WILFRED WELLOCK. 
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* PEACE 


DeacSit. .. 


THE LESSON 


WAJHEN will those who detest war 
vv put are prepared to fight in de- 
fence of liberty, face up to the fact that 
the moment the next “war for liberty” 
and all that breaks out, they will be 
conscripted into the trenches and im- 
mediately deprived of the very liberty 
they have been urged to defend. 

During 1914 to 1918, millions of 
British men and boys set out to defend 
liberty and democracy, and destroy the 
Kaiser and German militarism. A million 
of those men and boys died in the 
process. 

As a reward for their sacrifices 
millions of others are suffering per- 
manent disablement, poverty and un- 
employment, while the Kaiser, whom 
they set out to destroy, still lives and 
German militarism, thanks to the 
hypocrisy, stupidity, and brutality of 
Versailles is stronger now than in 1914. 

Can those who are prepared to support 
another war to smash German militar- 
ism guarantee that the British army will 
not be once again uselessly destroyed, 
as in the last futile carnage, or blown 
to bits by British armaments and bomb- 
ing planes supplied to the enemy? 

W. RATHBONE. 


29, Brooklands Drive, Perivale, 
Middlessex. 


The late Brigadier-General Crozier’s 
book entitled A Brass Hat in No-Man’s 
Land gives true details of the sufferings 
of those men who went through four 
years of the horrors of the last war, and 
who are still suffering the after effects, 
both mentally and bodily. 


There are 93,000 ex-Service men with- 
out pensions throughout England, and 
God only knows how many thousands 
are inmates of mental homes, who will 
never see the outside world again. 


I write this letter as an ex-Service 
man who joined up on the outbreak of 
the War in 1914 at the age of 17 years. 


I am not in receipt of pension for 
wounds received and am still aggravated 
by war service. I receive no treatment 
from the Ministry of Pensions, which 
shows the injustice displayed to those 
who suffered. 


It is up to those who returned from 
the last hell to resist the next war in 
every shape and form. I would be very 
thankful to be enrolled as a member of 
the Peace Pledge Union. 


“MICHAEL O'CONNOR. 
25 Heneage Street, E.1. 


AS OTHERS SEE US 


In a place where I happened to be the 
other day the local Labour Party, with 
banners and a loud-speaker, held a 
meeting about Spain. It seemed a suit- 
able opportunity for distributing some 
literature. My friend, having recently 
contributed an article to the special 
anti-war supplement of an Anarchist 
journal, had a dozen copies of this 
paper which we decided to sell. 


One has to be thick-skinned to enjoy 
seiling penny papers at a meeting, but 
most of us can do with the discipline of 
being treated like the hawkers who try 
to sell us boot-laces in the streets. All 
the same, most people at such a job wel- 
come courtesy when they can get it, 
After being refused with the varied 
technique of some twenty people I 
approached a young man who muttered 
something inaudible as he turned away. 
Not till I was passing him did I notice 
his PPU badge and turn back. 

“I see you're a member of the PPU. This 


paper deals mainly with the problems of 
peace and war.” 


“Yes, I know all about it.” 
“Do you mean you've read it? There is an 


article here by Herbert Read on peace and 
Anarchism. It's rather interesting.” 


“Yes, I know all about that too” 


During, four years of work in the 
office of a pacifist organization I had 
never met anyone before who had made 
such a claim. Marvelling at the young 
man's omniscience, I made my way to 
the edge of a crowd where I met a man 
I knew. He asked me what luck, and [ 
told him, ending with this conversation. 


My friend was not a member of the 
PPU, but his comment should be studied 
by those who would “see ourselves as 
others see us.” He said: “The real joke 
is that the local PPU group is studying 
the art of loving one’s neighbour. They 
are going to convert the world by love.” 


The fact that this story is true does 
not make it any the less a good parable. 


REGINALD REYNOLDS. 
27 Burghley Road, 
Wimbledon Common, S.W.19. 


VIVISECTION 


From the letter in your last issue from Mr. 
Rodenhurst, of the British Union for the 
Abolition of Vivisection, it seems that a num- 
ber of PPU groups are interested in the 
subject, and have received addresses from 
representatives of the Union. 


If, as no doubt is the case, these groups 
would like to hear the other side of the 
question, they should communicate with the 
Research Defence Society, 11 Chandos Street, 
W.1., whose secretary will be glad to supply 
them with information, - pamphlets and 
speakers. 

B. M. WRIGHT. 


35 Woburn Square, W.C.1. 


POLICY OF PERME :TION 

The statement of Lord Ponsonby at 
the Norwich Convention, reported in 
the last issue of PEACE NEWS, calls for 
certain questions and comments. He 
referred to the satisfaction of Labour 
pacifist MPs with the results of their 
policy of “permeation,” and to the sur- 
prise which he believed people outside 
the party would feel on learning “of the 
sympathy and support they received 
from their friends—not merely their 
friends of the rank and file—within the 
party.” 

TC Surely it is not surprising that Labour 
colleagues show sympathetic tolerance and 
“support,” since this does much to retain or 
win the support for the party of very many 
pacifists. 

2. How can people who are pledged 
workers in that party, which has renounced 
pacifism and acquieces in rearmament and 
“defence” through force, give “support” of 
any practical value to the representatives of 
a movement whose policy is exactly the 
opposite of that of their own? I fail to under- 
Stand how both sides can feel satisfied with 
a successful “permeation.” 

3. How can pacifists be members and 
workers within such an anti-pacifist party 
without aidiug the growth and influence of 
the party, hence, indirectly but really, the 
return of non-pacifist candidates to Parlia- 
ment; and without encouraging the belief that, 
after all, the pacifist issue cannot be very 
important since they are prepared for such 
membership? 

4. We deceive ourselves if we imagine 
that work in the party on issues other than 
pacifism could be negative as far as its effect 
on pacifism is concerned; while our “per- 
meation” could be positive for its good. We 
cannot split up our influence in that way. 

I believe that this innocent-locking 
policy is both weak and wrong: weak 
because of the natural and_ strong 
tendency of party members to support 
the party’s policy and for the reasons 
above; wrong because in effect it in- 
volves us in compromise, dangerous and 
subtle, and is a wrong means to a good 
end, best achieved by a separate political 
pacifist party. 

C. SPURGEON. 
“Ex-Labourite.” 
Barnsley Hall, Bromsgrove. 


TEA TAX 


In your issue, dated May 7, is printed a 
letter suggesting that pacifists renounce tea 
as a personal sacrifice in the interests of 
peace. I would suggest that a more effective 
sacrifice would be a refusal to pay the second 
instalment of one’s income tax, since the first 
more than covers the social services rendered 
in return by the Government. Amongst our 
170,000 members there must be a sufficiently 
large number of income tax payers seriously 
to embarrass the Government if they refused, 
en bloc, to pay. 

It is conceivable that our prison accom- 
modation might be insufficient to accommodate 
them all; and in any case it would be a most 
effective protest against Sir John Simon's 
complacent remark in his budget speech that 
the whole country would willingly pay for 
this rearmament, which he went on to link 
with his party’s foreign policy. 

1 write this not as one who is not called 
upon to pay Income Tax, but as one who is, 
and is prepared not to pay. 

D. E. PHIPPS-JONES, 

“Meriton,” 95, Bute Road, 

Wallingtoy 


NEWS 


Unity with the 
World 


F we would save our souls we must 
lose them by rediscovering our 
unity with our own day and generation, 
and by understanding its ignorance and 
fear. Understanding, not as the de- 
tached intellectual but as one who is 
prepared to bear within himself the 
“chastisement of peace.” 


I doubt whether Dick Sheppard con- 
sidered his spiritual and moral prestige 
or even, in words of one correspondent, 
“sought to do some great thing to prove 
his sincerity.” Far from being a crank 
or a spiritual athlete he was one with 
us bearing in himself our stupidity and 
sorrow as well as our joy and fun. He 
felt the burden of the world’s sin in his 
own soul. It was, surely, because his 
love for men was so intensely personal 
that he himself was able to transcend 
the personal. 


Let us make. no mistake, whatever 
training and discipline individuals may 
choose to adopt, there is no short cut to 
peace either personally or socially. We 
can only hope to reach the “things 
eternal” if we are prepared to pass 
through “things temporal” with love, 
humility and, not least, a sense of 
humour. 


PRISCILLA CAIGSHALL 
108 Guildford Street, W.C.1. 


\ 
AIR RAID PRECAUTIONS 


I appeal to the whole of the pacifist move- 
ment to cease this fruitless opposition to 
ARP, which is frittering away its member- 
ship and its unity, and to concentrate on 
presenting an alternative constructive pacifist 
policy as per the manifesto. 


I ask those who base their arguments on 
logical grounds to read Dick Sheppard’s views 
in his book, We say No! He says, “when 1 
think of suffering 1 do not like to think in 
terms of logic but of men lying perhaps for 
hours waiting for a drink of water, a cigar- 
ette or attention.” 


If the founder of the PPU could feel this 
way about men whe have deliberately chosen 
the army, of wnat his attitude would have 
been to mitigating sufferang amongst children, 
invalids, the aged, &c., by joining the ranks 
of first-aid workers in the ARP 1 have no 
doubt. 


E. H. FREEMAN. 
4 Edelin Road, Loughborough. 


Ap announcement has recently been made 
by the BBC, in a news bulletin, and in a 
cycling journal, to the effect that the services 
of the Cyclists’ Touring Club had been offered 
for the purposes of ARP. 


Allow me, as a member of the Cyclists’ 
Touring Club, to point out that this offer has 
been made entirely without the consent of 
the members, and the constitution of the Club 
does not permit the secretary nor the Council, 
to make such an offer. 

I have, therefore, written to all District 
Associations of the CTC, pointing this out 
and asking them to make a protest, and am 
receiving by every post letters telling me that 
many District Associations are doing this. I 
would like to ask any members of the CTC 
who see this letter, to send in letters of pro- 
test to the secretary of the CTC, 3, Craven 
Hill, London. 


H. PRITCHARDS. 


Five Ways, Merry Hill, 
Wolverhampton. 


LEEDS ANTI-TATIOD COMMITTEE'S 


strixing pamphlets 
“THE TATTOO EXPOSED” 


4 
“THE SUPPRESSED SPEECH” 
Id. each, 9d. cozen, post free, 
DENIS RILEY, 13 Beech Av., Horsforth 


From GEORGE LANSBURY 


people passed. 


libraries." 


LONDON : 


THOSE STRANGE YEARS 
By Theodora Wilson Wilson 


A novel for those who remember and those who don't. 
Popular Edition 2/6 


"' Those Strange Years’ is written by one who knows from first-hand knowledge what life 
was like in Britain during the days of the ‘Great War.’ She has written a picture which 
shows clearly the mental, moral and material struggles through which masses of young 


“Now that we are once again in the midst of a crisis which may plunge us all into an 
even greater Inferno of Unreason, it is important that those who will be brought face to 
face with the same age-long problems of Right and Wrong, should be able to read a 
clear straight-forward story of recent struggles, and learn that life is not just a game of 
chance, but is given us for service of God through co-operation in service of one another. 
“ hope the book will get into the hands of thousands of young people and in all 


THE C. W. DANIEL COMPANY. LTD, 
Forty Great Russell Street, W.C. 
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- Democratic Action 


AN unfortunate error (either on my 
part or the printer's) must have 
obscured my letter in last week’s 
PEACE NEWS, even though it did not 
render it entirely meaningless. My plea 
was against “dramatic action” (not 
“democratic”); we must display energy, 
of course, but not seek mere sensational- 
ism, 
The disapproval of democracy un- 
intentionally implied in my letter as 


-printed, opens up problems for pacifists 


as difficult as those of martyrdom out of 
which this correspondence arose. 

For the moment “democratic action” 
is; in my opinion, to be desired and 
sought. But, equally, it is for pacifist; 
to purge the democratic system, and tt 
develop it into something finer. 

Democracy will fail if it is used, as it 
may easily be used, by the majority tc 
dictate to the minority; on matters of 
peace and war, at any rate, we deny 
such a right to any majority. Again 
democracy may become the weapon of 
class strife. 

In that world which it is our long term 
policy to build, all must work together 
for the good of all, and leadership will 
be by universal consent. Difference of 
opinion there will be, but “His Majesty’s 
Opposition” will be something unthink- 
able. Democracy as we know it is but 
a Stepping stone, and we must remem- 
ber we have a higher goal, however 
distant. 

H. KAY JONES. 

14 Gordon Square, W.C.1. 


* PLOWMAN ” PACIFIST 


While agreeing personally with Max 
Plowman’s contention that pacifism 
based upon inner conviction cannot be 
ruled by policy, I would point out that 
there is a large section of the PPU which 
by no means takes this attitude. The 
“Plowman” pacifist, if he is to join a 
group, has got to come to terms with his 
politically-minded fellows, and some 
sort of a compromise has to be arrived 
at. 


Looking at the problem in terms of 
ends and means, it would appear that 
groups are faced with two almost in- 
compatible alternatives. Either the 
group can aim at becoming an efficient 

(Continued on Page 14, Col. 1). 


KEEP FIT 


AND ENJOY LIFE 
IN FULL MEASURE 


Wouldn't it be grand to wake up every morning 
feeling ‘‘on top of the world'' and ready to 
face whatever the day may bring? 


Vitality! . . . Perfect Health! . . . What 
precious gifts they are! . . . Without them it 
is imposstble to be successful or happy. 

Quite often lack of vitality and that condition 
which may be described as ‘‘half-health’' are 
due to the fact that the cells of which our 
bodies are composed have not sufficient of cer- 
tain minerals to enable them to do their vita! 
work efficiently. Make up this deficiency and 
flagging energy ia reatored and that feeling of 
lstleasness overcome. 


SUPPLYING ESSENTIAL MINERALS 
A sure way of quickly supplying essential 
minerals [s to take a course of Halmagon 
Brand Tablets. Because they nourish the cella 
they are invaluable in toning up the system. 
There are few conditions of ill-health that can- 
not be benefited by the addition of Halmagon 
to one's usual diet. 

The proprietors of Halmagon have published a 
most interesting book, ‘‘Life in Full Measure,”* 
which givea a wealth of information on health 
problems and advice on how to keep fit. A 
FREE COPY will be sent to readers of PEACE 
NEWS on application to: Tonicity Laboratories, 
Ltd., Dept. P.N., 6-8, Emerald Street, London, 
W.C.1. 


Tsao vance 

Obtainable from alt Chemists, 3/6 per box of 

4 tubes. Economy box 10/6 (15 tubes), 
Single tube 1/-. 
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(Continued from Page 18, Col. 4). 
propaganda unit, or it can try “to con- 
vert itself into a community of idealists 
intent upon their own personal pacifist 
purification, &c.” 

But the difficulty is a very practical 
one and iies in the fact that entirely 
opposite means are required to attain 
these two ends. The first end—the 
spreading of propaganda—can be best 
achieved through an almost fascist 
group discipline, exercised through a 
strong executive committee and com- 
bined with a willingness to surrender 
his personal opinions on the part of each 
group member. Ridicule of opposing 
view points is a necessity, and public 
ofinion within the group must be 
strengthened by every possible means 
to control “slackness,” “disloyalty” or 
“independence” in. individuals. In a 
word the political machine must be built 
up 

This leaves the ‘“ Plowman” pacifists 
within the group with three alternatives; 
they can act as machine wreckers and 
split the group; they can clear right out, 
or they can commit moral suicide and 
lie buried at the crossroads of doubt 
and submission, 

An equally good case can be made 
out for the unhappy “politicals’ who 
find themselves and their aims frustrated 
in a group of “Plowman” individualists. 

Weald we not pull together more 
easily as a movement if we recognized 
our dilemma instead of trying to per- 
suade ourselves that friction is only 
surface and that basically we are united. 
It may well be the other way about and 
if so we had better face the facts. Briefly 
—What are we going to do about it? 

MARGARETTE H. BENNETT. 

61 Primrose Mansions, 

Prince of Wales Road, S.W.11. 


Drama 


An Addition to 
London’s 


Pacifist Plays 
HE London theatre works in cycles: 
romantic dramas. historical plays. 
family comedies. &c., and now, most 
interesting of all to members of the 
Peace Pledge Union, pacifist plays. 

PEACE NEWS recently reviewed 
Idiot’s Delight, The Insect Play, ard 
Power and Glory. Now comes the first 
public production in London of Ernst 
Toller’s No More Peace. 

This was performed at the Tavistock 
Little Theatre. Tavistock Place, W.C.1, 
yesterday. It will be given again today 
and on next Friday and Saturday. 


PIOUS SENTIMENTS 
EXPOSED 

Described as a “thoughtful comedy 
with music,” No More Peace opens in 
heaven with Napoleon betting St. 
Francis that he can create a war simply 
by sending a telegram announcing its 
outbreak to a small country at that very 
moment celebrating its renunciation of 
war 

Toller exposes the pious sentiments 
of many whose desire for peace is 
actuated only by self-interest. and he 
puts his anti-war philosophy into the 
mouth of an unemployed ex-Service 
man, 

All seats for the remaining three per- 
formances are bookable by telephone 
(Euston 2796). The price of seats on 
Fridays is ls. 3d. throughout; on Satur- 
days. 2s. 6d. and ls. 3d. 


Please hand this to your 
Newsagent 


{Newsagent's name} 


"PEACE NEWS" 


Please deliver 
to me weekly. 


Name .. 


Address 


CO Ore mow ese ree seer nvoteuneserersere 


as from issue dated........csecsccscsuce 


Note to Newsagent :— 


“PEACE NEWS" is published 
weekly as a National Newspaper at 
the retail price of 2d. It is cbtain- 
able by your wholesaler at the usual 


rates from the Publishers at 17 
Featherston Buildings, - London, 
Wile 


Bisey of 
the Week 


(Latest time to receive notices, 
MONDAY MORNING). 

May 

28 (Sat.) POOLE; 2.30 p.m., Public Library, 
and 5.30 p.m., Methodist Church, Ashley 
Road, Upper Parkstone; meet for poster 
parades; PPU 
BEXULY: 3 p.m. Cray House: West Kent 
Region Garden Party; Miss Doris Lang- 
ley-Moore (opener): Swanscombe Choral 
Society and Bexleyheath Salvation Army 
Band; admission 3d.; PPU. 
WELLS, Somerset; 3 p.m., Bishop's Palace 
Garden; W. B. Curry on “ he Van Zee- 
land Report and its opportunities for 
World Peace"; Peace Group and LNU. 
CHINGFORD; 3.15 p.m.. Queen Elizabeth 
Hunting Lodge; meet for ramble; FoR. 


CHIPPENHAM; 3.30 p.m., Congregational 


Schoolroom; group meeting to form 
North Wiltshire Regional Council; PPU. 
CHIPPENHAM; 7 p.m., Congregational 


Schoolroom; John Barclay; PPU. 


HERNE HILL Station: 7 p.m.. meet for 
poster parade; PPU, 


28 & 29 (Sat, & Sun.) MARCH; campaign 
party from Cambridge (PPU and FoR). 
Open-air meeting on Saturday at 7.45 p.m. 
beside Waevl Inn Gif wet. in St. Peter's 
Church Hall. 


2) (Sun.) NORBURY Station, 10.30 a.m., meet 

for ramble from Epsom Downs to 
Headly; PPU. 
KENSINGTON; 110 a.m. Lindsey Hall, 
The Mail, Notting Hill Gate; Freda 
Utley on “ The Truth about Japan”; Free 
Religious Movement. 


KNOCKHOLT Station; 11 a.m., meet for 
West Kent Region Ramble; PPU. 
PECKHAM RYE; 3 p.m, Tabernacle 
Baptist Church; Eric Roach. 

PALMERS GREEN; 5.30 p.m. Lodge Drive; 
assemble for Unity March; Peace Council. 
WOOD GREEN; 7.15 p.m. Town Hall 
grounds; mass meeting and demonstra- 
tion; Peace Council. 


30 (Mon.) GLASGOW; 8 p.m., 103 Cloberhill 
Road: J. M. Glover on "The Power of 
Non-Violence "; PPU. 

ILFORD; 8 p.m., Town Hall; Dr. Leighton 
Yates on "Christianity and Air Raid Pre- 
cautions "; FoR. 

BAYSWATER; 8.15 p.m., Dick Sheppard 
Centre, 52 Queensway: Pat Sloan on “ The 
USSR and Peace”; PPU. 


31 (Tues.) LONDON, N.W.1; 1.20 p.m. Friends 
House, Euston Road; Max Plowman on 
“The work before 
Union"; Peace Committee of London 
Friends. 

MANCHESTER; 8 p.m., Free Trade Hall; 
George Lansbury, Miss Vera Brittain, 
Rev. Henry Carter and Canon Stuart 
Morris on “The Alternative to War 


and Armamerfts—a reply to Winston 
Churchill"; PPU 
BLACKHEATH; 8 p.m. All Saint's 


Parish Hall, Tranquil Vale; Roy Walker; 
Anglican Pacifists and PPU. 


June. 

1 (Wed.) BUSH HILL PARK, Enfield; 8 p.m., 
Wheatsheaf Hall, Main Avenue; John 
Barclay on * Cooperatives in the PPU”; 
PPU. 

LONDON, E.C.1; 8 p.m., Memorial Build- 
ings, Roscoe Street, Bunhill Row; Mrs. 
Ursula Roberts; Women's Adult School. 


PECKHAM; 8 p.m., Friends’ Meeting 
House, Rye Lane; R. H. Ward on * Non- 
Violent Resistance "; PPU. 

EDMONTON; 8 p.m., Independent Church 
Schoolroom. Knights Lane. near Town 
Hall; John Barclay; annual general meet- 
ing: Edmonton PPU group. 

HANWELL; 8.15 p.m.. Committee Rceom, 
Publie Library; Ben Greene on “ Pacifism 
as a Practica! National Policy ’; PPU. 

2 (Thurs.) LONDON, E.C43 1.10 pm. 13 
Paternoster Row; Douglas Woilen on 
“Pacifism and the Ecumenical Movement”; 
City PPU group 
LONDON, E.C.A4; 5.30 p.m., 13 Paternoster 
Row; business meeting: City PPU group. 
BROADSTAIRS; 8 p.m., 67 St. George's 


Road; meeting of Broadstairs Pacifist 
Group. 
CHISWICK; 8.15 p.m. Hogarth Hall 


(Town Hall); Miss E. Thorneycroft on 
“Peace through Reconstruction’; PPU. 


3 (Fri.) LONDON, E.1; 1.15 p.m., Friends’ 
Institute, Commercial Road; Roy Walker 
on “The Peace Pledge Union"; Friday 
Peace Mecting. 

PETERSFIELD; 7 p.m., Market Place; open 
air meeting: John Barclay; PPU. 
FUSSLATI: 8 p.m. Effie Road, Waltham 
Green open-air mecting; Rev. G. W. J. 
Camercn-Price; PPU. 

WANDSWORTH; 8.15 p.m., Friends’ Mcet- 
ing House, 59 High Street; Nigel Spottis- 
woode on ” Air Raid Precautions "; PPU. 

4 (Sat.) UXBRIDGE; 8 p.m., Central Hall; 
open-air meeting; PPU speakers; PPU. 


COMING SHORTLY 
June. 


7 (Tvect TONDON, W.1; 7.45 p.m. Kings 
Weigh House, Thomas Street (opposite 
Seliridges); London group leaders’ meet- 
ing; PPU. 

17 (Fri.) LONDON, N.W.1; 3 p.m. and 5.45 
p.m., Friends House. Euston Road; 
Professor Brodetsky, Mr. Musa Husseini, 
Dr. A. Maude Royden, Mrs. Joyce 
Pollard and Rev. Henry Carter; The 
Peace Army. 

17—19 (Fri.—Sun.) WREXHAM; YWCA Hut, 
Argyle Street; weekend school for Wales; 
PPU. Particulars from J. Manford Jones, 
N.P. Bank House. Wrexham. 
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Classified Advertisements 


lhd. per word, minimum 2s. 


Box Numb r 6d. extra 


LATEST TIME FOR CCPY TUESDAY MORNING 


ACCOMMODATION 


EDUCATIONAL 


‘Yo Let 


COMFORTABLY FURNISHED BUNGA- 
LOW. Sleep 5. All-electric. Sea front. 
Pleasant view. Sate bathing. Vacancies: 
July 4 to August 4. From 34 guineas per 
week. Then September 5, holidays or long 


period.-—-Miss Stoessiger, Dune Crest, Camber 
Sands, Near Rye, Sussex. 


HAMPSTEAD GARDEN SUBURB. One or 
two rooms to let in pleasant vegetarian home, 
in delightful surroundings.—Apply Box 92. 
eae NEWS, 17 Featherstone Buildings, 
W.C.1. 


DRAMA 


HELP US to secure 
office, meeting-place, library, store-room. 
Immediate requirement £100 per annum, 
Send your subscription to International Pax 
Players Association, 21, Roscoe Street, Bun- 
hill Row, E.C.1. 


accommodation for 


PARS for the 
PLATFORM 


Why Not Act on it? 


HE following is a report of a speech 
given in The Times on May 12. Can 
vo") guess who the speaker was?: 

It was wrong to talk as if war were an 
inevitable calamity. There was far too much 
fatalism about war current in the world 
today. For humanity in Western Europe to 
sit down, fold its arms, and await in des- 
pondency the outbreak of the. next calamity 
would te the negation of that intell'gence 
and courage that Western Europe had dis- 
played in the past. He believed there were 
in Europe reserves which were sufficiently 
intelligent to prevent a thing of that sort 
ever happening. 

The speaker was (believe it or not), a 
member of the Government—Mr. W. S. 
Morrison, Minister of Agriculture. 


The Economic War 
We Started— 


IR ARCHIBALD SINCLAIR, speaking at 
Launceston, Cornwall, on May 12, said 
that from the standpoint of peace the most 
fatal step ever taken by the British Govern- 
ment since the War was the adoption in 1932 
of the policy of economic imperialism, and 
the Ottawa Agreements. 

“It was not until then,” he said, “that 
the German people abandoned themselves to 
the frenzy of despair which we call Hitlerism 
and the tariffs and quotas of Ottawa, the 
economic armaments of the British Empire, 
began to breed in other countries, tanks, 
aeroplanes and warships, the military arma- 
ments of nations which were determined not 
to go on paying tribute to Britain but to 
acquire territories and raw materials for 
themselves in Abyssinia, in Spain, in China, 
in Austria, and perhaps in Czechoslovakia, 
and perhaps ultimately in the British Empire 
itself. 

—Manchester Guardian, May 11. 


—is as Bad as 
Military War 


HE economic war which is everywhere 
waging ‘s only military war fought with 
other implements than tanks and guns and 
poison gas and batileships. It. is quite as 
destructive as military war and if it is con- 
tinued much longer will certa:nly bring 
tumbling to the ground many of those 
institutions and ideals in which we Amceri- 
cans so profoundly believe. Take down the 
barriers of international trade - 

Words, however eloquent and charming, are 
idle and futile in the presence of facts and 
policies which contradict them. We may no 
longer postpone ceasing to preach prosperity, 
peace, and high human ideals while do‘ng 
everything in the field of action and public 
policy to contradict our rhetorical profes- 
sions and to make the achievement of these 
ends impossible. 

—Dr. Nicholas Murray Butler: Netv 
York Times, January 19. 


What Will Be a 
“ Successful Conclusion ”? 


EARMAMENT involves the country in 
very great expense, which everyone 
would rather devote to the improvement of 
the conditions of the people, and Mr. Cham- 
berlain speaks of the great disappointment 
that it is to himself to have to be giving so 
much time and so much money to the 
making of weapons of war. 

Even so, he says, the Government are still 
continuing to improve the social services, and 
if, for the time being, they have to post- 
pone some of the more expensive schemes, 
which they would have liked to bring for- 
ward, it must be remembered that safety and 
security are the first essentials, and that 
whatever sacrifices may have to be made in 
order to obtain those things, they are noth- 
ing like as terrible as the sacrifices which 
would be imposed upon us if we went to 
war. The Government, he declares, will 
spare no effort to bring to a successful con- 
clusion the task, laid upon them 

—The Times. May 7. 


ESPERANTO —Beginners’ tive-lesson postat 
course. 1s Exercises corrected by experts, 
—British Esperanto Association (Inc.), Dept. 
P.N. 142. Fligh Holborn, London, W.C 1 


GERMAN PACIFIST, expert Unguist, liv- 
ing tn South Denmark near beautiful Flens- 
burg Fjord, is wiliing to take students as 
boarders to learn German, Danish, Swedish, 
French, or Italian. Very reasonable terms. 
Facilities for regular German and Danish 


conversat.onal practice in district. for 
further particulars apply War esisters’ 
International, 11 Abbey Road. Entield, 


Middlesex, or direct to Dr. 
~ Fredshjem,” 
Denmark 


Arnold Kalisch, 
Roenshoved = pr Rinkenaes, 


PRIVATE TUTOR can accept vackward 
boy or youth as boarder. or foreign student 
to learn English.—Box 79, PEACE NEWS, 
17 Featherstone Buildings, W.C.1. 


FOR HIRE 


GYPSY CARAVAN: New Forest: Suitable 
2.or 3; Extensive ground facing moorland; 
water, garage. Elsan. 14-34 guineas.— 
Cutling, 65, W:mbledon Park Side S.W.19. 


ILLUMINATED ADDRESSES 


ALBUMS, SCROLLS, &c.. from 38 to 100 
guineas. Battley Brothers Ltd.. Printers and 
Publishers. The Queensgate Press. Clapham 
Park. S.W.4 


LECTURES 


THE FUTILITY AND SUICIDAL POLICY 
OF WAR; the above address given by Captain 
Butcher, 75 Lexham Gardens, Kensington. 
Anytime, anywhere, without fee or expenses. 


MEETINGS, &c. 


FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION 
(London Union). A Fellowship Hour, foc 
communion wiih God and each other, is held 
the third Monday in each month, from 6 to 
7 pm. at 17 Red Lion Square, W.C.l. The 
leader on June 20 will be Rev. Bryan Reed, 
B.D. 


POLITICAL 
PACIFISTS who want political action 
should join the People’s Peace Front. Pac- 


ticulars frem Secretary, 17 Featherstone 
Buildings, London. W.C.1 


RELIGIOUS 


QUAKERISM. Information and literatuce 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the 
Relig:ous Society of Friends. free on applica- 
tion to the Friends Home Service Committee, 
Friends House, Euston Road, London, N.W.l1. 


SERVICES 


AS PLANNED BY DICK SHEPPARD. 
Celebrations of the Holy Communion 
take place in the Crypt of St. Paul's 
every Wednesday at 745 a.m., when 
prayers are offered for the renunciation 
of war and tor those engaged in the 
peace movement. 


SITUATIONS 
Wanted > 
GERMAN LADY (34), living in London, 
seeks position in English household = as 


Governess or Companion Trained Nurse. 
University Education. Good needlewoman. 
Excellent testimonials.—F. S., c/o 5.B., Golders 
Way, N.W.11 


KEEN PACIFIST and one who stood out 
against At has lost his job. Requires 
position as cycle mechanic. Fully experienced 
capable of managing cycle business. Write, 
Reading group secretary, at 15 Upper Red- 
lands Road, Reading. 

rYPEWRILTING 

TYPING FOR “PEACE.” Jeans Typing 
and Dupl:cating Office are waiting for any 
jobs ycu may have—large or small. Speed, 
efficiency, and low charges. Phone Bishops- 
gate 3309; 7 Broad Street Station, Liverpool 
Street, E.C.2 


WHERE TO STAY 
ANGLESEY, Benllech Bay Full board 
accommodat:on from 35s. Opening June 4. 
Splendid food and comfort at camping cost. 


Proprietor active peace worker.—Gwynfa, 
Marianglas, Anglesey. 


COLSWOLDS for early nolidays. Sunny 
position in the “ Valley of Peace.” Altitude 
600(t. Attractive “food reform” fare. Log 
fires, Constant hot water. Own car.—Tarilf 
from Proprietors, A. C. and E. Rogers, 
“Fortune's Well,” Sheepscomb, near Stroud, 
Glos ‘Phone: Painswick 2386. 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Vegetarian Food 
Reform Guest House. Alt. 600ft. For happy 
holiday or restful recuperation. Increased 
accommodation. Central heating throughout, 
h. and c. water in all bedrooms. Central 
for conferences.—A. & K. S. Ludlow, The 
Briars, Crich, near Matlock. Telephone 
Ambergate 44. Station, Ambergate (L.M'S.) 


FRIENDS’ COZ?IVALESCENT AND HOLI- 
DAY I:OME, Canvey Island, Essex. Terms 
from £1 is. per week.—Apply, Miss Mabel 
Stewart, 44 Cranley Gardens, Palmers Green, 
N.13. 


NEW FOREST. The Guest House, Godshill, 
Fordingbridge, Hants. Beautiful country. 
Riding, tennis, river bathing. Vegetarians 
welcome. 
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Parliamentary Notes 
patible Lica aS OSA Ra 


PEACE 


LABOUR PEERS. MISSED 
THE POINT 


initiated last week by Lord Snell 

on the Government’s foreign policy 
proved, as is becoming customary, both 
more interesting and more useful than 
debates on the same subject in the other 
House. 

Perhaps the most valuable thing Lord 
Snell said—and it derives a greater 
importance because one hears a similar 
sentiment only rarely from the Labour 
front bench in the Commons—was the 
following: 

I am not, and the Labour Party is not, 
and never has been, opposed to negotia- 
tions with nations whose political theories 
we dislike. Over and over again I have 
pleaded that negotiations with such nations 
should take place. We have to live in the 
same world with them. The running of 
international questions is a business affair 
which requires constant negotiation. All 
that we accept and, indeed, we welcome. 
Lord Snell felt himself compelled to 

introduce a large “but” after this 
generous sentiment. Asa reply to the 
idiotic cry of so many in his own party 
of “No truck with the Dictators,” it will, 
‘however, serve very well. 


Tin debate in the House of Lords 


* * * 


Lord Snell said the country resented 
the tainted bargains the Government 
was making in its name. 

If he meant that the bargain with 
Italy was tainted because the bargain 
took the place of going to war with 
Italy in order to put the Emperor back 
on the throne of Abyssinia, he did not 
say so. ; 

Indeed, as was afterwards pointed out 
to him in the debate, Lord Snell had 
nothing to offer about the righting of 
Abyssinia’s wrongs short of going to 
war. He was not prepared to do that. 

If he rules out war, and it is very satis- 
factory to think that he does, then some 
sort of bargain about Abyssinia was 
inevitable. 

If the bargain was tainted because it 
concerned itself almost entirely with 
Britain’s imperial interests rather than 
with Abyssinian need, then, of course, 
it was tainted. 

But, again, on this point, the Labour 
Peers had nothing to say. They had a 
great opportunity for effective criticism. 

But having no apparent interest in 
the issues raised by M. Van Zeeland 
in his report about the general and 
fundamental economic changes which 
nations must make in common, the 
Labour Peers fell back on the worn- 
out nostrums about the re-institution 
of collective military security under 
the zzis of the League. 

Such an attitude of mind, said Lord 
Mansfield, represented nothing more 
than dangling an idle phantasmagoria 
before the eyes of the peers. 


* x «x 


During the debate, Lord Cecil again 
advanced his claim for peace by asking 
the nation to get ready to go to war 
about Czechoslovakia and a great many 
other things beside. Lord Arnold hoped 
the Government would not go an inch 
further in support of the Czechs than 
they had already done. 

He added the point that we had gone 
a great deai further than the League 
ever asked us or intended us to go in the 
defence of Abyssinia. 

He quoted the view of Sir Samuel 
Hoare on this point that 
" we were the only country who had done 

-anything active, the only country who had 

moved a gun or a ship to fulfil our obliga- 

tions under the Covenant. And when it 

, came to sanctions it is well known that it 
was France who would not go further. 

The above view is a powerful reason 
why people should not too readily accept 
“the view that sanctions very nearly 
_ worked in the Abyssinian affair. They 

never worked at all. 
The truth is that Britain sent her 
fleet hurrying into the Eastern Medi- 

' terranean because she was preoccupied 

. with her imperial interests rather 

than with any commitments under the 
Covenant of the League. 

.. France, on the other hand, knew how 
to read the—jntentions of “ perfidious 
‘Albion ” and out-Heroded her in perfi- 
diousness by declining to support the 

'' British’ fleet’ with the French. " That’s 


|. What, the sanctions amounted ‘to in. the 


practice of these two nations. -~ =~. 
As Lord Arnold said, when people 


By Our 
Lobby Correspondent 


talk about going back to the League, 
there is only Britain and France to go 
back to. These two are so divided by 
their own untrustworthiness in the eyes 
of each other, that it is thus not a League 
at all. 

* > x 

Lord Arnold also made effective quota- 
tion of a sentiment of Professor 
Trevelyan in a letter to The Times: ~ 

If we have no single thing as bad as 
Abyssinia to our book, we have over a long 
period of time effected the violent seizure 
of an enormous portion of the globe, and we 
participated in the most unwise forfeiture 
of all Germany’s colonies in 1919, an act 
without parallel in any previous terms with 

a beaten enemy. 

This was enough, suggested Lord 
Arnold, to knock Lord Snell off his 
pedestal of self righteousness. As a 
matter of fact, the situation about the 
German colonies was rather werse than 
Lord Arnold said. An explicit under- 
taking was given in the armistice terms 
that the colonial possessions of the 
defeated enemy should not be expro- 
priated. Thus the allies attached not the 
slightest importance to their own 
pledged word 


Nothing in the debate proved quite so 
appalling as the speech of the Bishop of 
Durham. He started his argument from 
the same point as most of the Bishops. 
From the Cross of Christ? Not at all. 


The Bishop promised “an escape from 
the recurrent tragedy of war by the 
only conceivable means by which an 
alternative for war can be provided— 
namely, by organizing the cooperation 
of the people in common law and agree- 
ment.” 


What did the Bishop mean by this? 
Let him explain. “A self-respecting 
nation ought to face such facts as moral 
principles affirmed and national honour 
pledged and public commitments 
entered into.” 


The Bishop, of course, knew when 
he said tbese things that public com- 
mitments enough had been made to 
embroil us in war in every quarter 
of the globe. 


Was the Cross of Christ to be any 
obstacle to that ? I repeat: not at all. 


Indeed. the Bishop flatly declared that 
“you may attempt to avoid a war of 
idiosyncracies, but you cannot do it. He 
explained that he had borrowed this 
word from the vocabulary of Napoleon; 
he preferred it to the more commonly 
used term, “ideologies” (he might also 


NEWS 


have explained that he preferred the 
vocabulary of Napoleon to that of the 
New Testament). 


As the Bishop said: “ You only make 
sure when the inevitable (Yes, that was 
the Bishop's word) war does at last 
occur, you have conceded the strategic 
pceints to your adversaries.” From all 
of which we may conclude that while we 
need to spend more on our strategists, 
we might save considerably on our 
Bishops. 


Some day, perhaps, we shall have time 
to read for ourselves, “ Agree with thine 
adversary quickly whilst thou art in the 
way with him.” It will be just as well 
if the Bishop of Durham is not then 
about to explain it to us. 


Mr. Churchill's * War 
Whooping ”’ 


“The position is now easier.” It is some 
measure of the crisis through which the 
country felt it was passing that this state- 
ment of the Prime Minister last Monday drew 
a large sigh of relief from “he House of 
Commons. 

But restraint was mingled with the relief. 
The leader of the Opposition asked for no 
further information, glad enough. no doubt, 
there was not worse to tell. 


The House and the Country have secured 
a breathing space. German troops, we were 
assured next morning, were already with- 
drawing from the Czech frontier; and Hen- 
len was closeted w-th the Czech Premier in 
an effort to find the beginnings of a modus 
vivendi for Czechs and Germans. 


“The devil was sick; the devil a_ saint 
would be.” Politicians were inclined to be 
most reticent until they had gathered full 
satisfaction from Mr. Chamberlain’s diag- 
nosis. But within six hours, Mr. Churchill 
was addressing his Epping constituents and 
claiming a victory for what he called a rudi- 
mentary form of collective security. 


> . . 


War-whooping of some sort is an absolute 
necessity for Mr. Churchill. It is to be hoped 
that politicians of the Left will not follow 
him in this line. 

For if it be true that a —ttle sanity has 
come to Herr Henlein only because Herr 
Hitler was militarily not quite strong enouth 
to confront the gathering military powers of 
the rest of Europe, what inference do we 
expect Herrn Hitler and Henlein to draw 
from such a situation? 


To the one, it is as gool as a warning 
to get on with his military preparations, 
so that next time he can play as good a 
game of intimidation as the French and 
British. To the other it will sugg-st post- 
ponement of an effective settlement till the 
German Reich is ready. 


Let us all hope that the Czechs themselves 
will set a better example than Mr. Churchill 
and persist in the ways of friendliness, avoid 
all military braggadocio and induce by their 
spiritual faith in the power of amicable nego- 
tiation a new and better spiritual attitude in 
their German neighbours. 


Certainly, it can be-no help to anyone to 
have an imitation of Mr. Churchill’s scare 
references to the German army and State, 
at present short. as Mr. Churchill says, of 
food, officers and raw materials; but ready 
in 1940 with all war requirements ~rovided. 
All talk about a victory for “collective 
security ” will only expedite the consequences 
which Mr. Churchill pretends to fear. 

Worse still, ‘t offers a mentality behind 
which this nation will encourage itself to 
continue in the disregard of those larger 
issues of tariffs and trade; of colonies and 
prestige which a-c crying out for settlement 


15 


League to Help 
Refugees 


ALTHOUGH the 101st session of the 

League Council was chiefly remark- 
able for the further humiliation which 
League principles suffered, there is one 
success to record. 

This was a decision to recommend to the 
League Assembly that the work for refugees 
hitherto carried out by the Nansen Office 
and the High Commissioner for Refugees 
from Germany should not end. 

Instead, suggested the Council, the 
work should be continued in a recon- 
stituted office under the League. 
Refugees “from the territory formally 
known as Austria” are also to be in- 
cluded. 


Socialistic Trend in 
Germany 


Revelations of the socialistic tenden- 
cies to be found in Nazi Germany were 
made by Wilfred Wellock in a series of 
articles in PEACE NEWS about two 
months ago. 

These facts (which were also applica- 
ble in some degree to Italy and Japan) 
tended to show that in the circumstances 
of today national planning and national 
economic and industrial organization in 
the interests of the common good were 
inevitable. 

Support for Wilfred Wellock’s conten- 
tion has now come from articles in the 
Manchester Guardian, from which the 
following are extracts: 

An indirect system of regimentation—:< m- 
pulsory cartelization, rationing of raw 
materials and recently of labour, price and 
investment control, a State monopoly of 
foreign trade, forced public loans, and a host 
of regulations imposed by military and civil 
authorities—has transformed the economic 
machinery into the most rigid form of State 
capitalism. 

Since 1935 virtually the whole of German 
foreign trade has been administered as a 
State monopoly. 

Agriculture in the widest sense .. was 
withdrawn from the free play of demand and 
supply and reorganized in a kind of guild 
system - these planning measures have 
de facto abolished private enterprise in this 
sphere. 

Without formally interfering with private 
ownership and private management, the State 
has seized a few strategic key positions from 
which the entire process of industrial pro- 
duction can be regimented. 

The private capital market is more or less 
closed by the de facto confiscation of all pro- 
fits exceeding the maximum limit of six 
percent for paid-out dividends. These sums 
have to be invested in Government stocks, 
and provide, together with taxes and shori- 
term borrowing, the money for the financing 
of rearmament and of the Four-Year Plan. 


if peace is to be secured. 

It would be some consolation to Germany 
to accept the barriers in the Sudeten moun- 
tains, if she had some hope of a way back 
to her Jost colonies. 

Mr. Churchill does not want this sort of 
settlement. Let Labour be warned in time, 
lest it be misled by him 


WAR ALREADY INVADING THE 


I.L.O. Director on 
Arms Race 


Folly 
— & THE WAY OUT 


The prosperity of 1929 has been rexained 
and surpassed, but war is already 
invading the social field. 


It has already blockea some of the 
main avenues of advance and may 
soon begin to sap the social edifice 
which this generation has raised. 


Should another war break out, a total 
collapse is. practically certain. 


THar is the grim warning given by 

Mr. H. B. Butler, Director of the 
International Labour Organization, in 
an annual survey prepared for next 
month’s International Labour Confer- 
ence. 

The report will be Mr. Butler’s last 
before he leaves the ILO, and it surveys 
world economic and industrial condi- 
tions. 

It is pointed out that, although on the 
surface there is ground for satisfaction 
in the present state of employment, tak- 
ing the world as a’ whole, it cannot be 
regarded as altogether sound or healthy, 
for 


Public money, mostly borrowed, is being 
poured out without stint for armament pur- 
poses. Expozt trade is being sacrifiecd to 
the needs of home defence. The seeds are 
being sown for uncmployment in the future. 


IF PEACE WERE 
GUARANTEED 

It cannot be doubted, adds the report, 
that if by some magic formula peace 
were suddenly guaranteed for the next 
ten years, there would be such an 
acceleration of the world’s economic 
rhythm as would outstrip all previous 
records. 


The report goes on to analyse the re- 
distribution of economic power that has 
taken place since the war: 


In the construction of the index of world 
production published by the League of 
Nations the weighting to be allocated to the 
principal manufacturing countries of the 
world was estimated for the period of 1925-29 
as follows:—United States, 45; Germany, 12; 
Great Britain, 10; USSR, 5; Italy, 3.4; Japan, 
2.6; Canada, 2.5; Belgium, 2. Those npro- 
portions are stil! approximately true for 
most of the countries concerned, but Japan 
has increased her industrial output by 75 
percent and the USSR.by 450 percent. 

In international] trade Great Britain and 
the United States far exceed the others; next 
come Germany and France, and of the en- 
suing eight countries five are outside Europe 
-——Canada, Japan, India, Argentina, and 
Australia, with South Africa coming close 
behind. 


Another factor of great importance is 
the expansion of industry in the Far 
East: : 


SOCIAL FIELD 


What really shocks the competitors of 
Japan is not the immense quaniities of 
Japanese goods put on the market, but the 
very low prices at which they are sold. 
One of the chief reasons for this was 

“the pressure of a large agricultural 
population with little room for expan- 
sion, which kept down industrial wages 
and labour costs.” 


RISE OF THE 
ORIENT 

On the question of solving the pro- 
blems created by the rise of the Orient, 
Mr. Butler shows that it is of no avail to 
shut all doors against the trade of the 
Eastern countries. That would * only 
intensify their poverty and thus favour 
the elements which are apt to produce 
explosions.” The report adds: 

It is a problem to be worked out ratber 
than fought out. In the long run, the rais- 
ing of the standards of the Eastern coun- 
tries cannot fail to benefit Eastern and 
Western industry alike. It is in the short 
run that the difficulties arise. 

In his summing-up Mr. Butler says 
countries must become “ internationally 
conscious in their economic action.” 
Concerning social justice, he declares: 

Fair dealing between employers and 
workers does not make up the totality of 
social justice. The wide gap between the 
remuneration of those engaged in manufac- 
turing and those engaged on the land ne:ds 
to be closed. Again, if social justice is to 
form a basis for universal peace there must 


be some approach to greater economic 
equality between nations. 
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REARMAMENT MEANS PROSPERITY |“! om from Home” 
ONLY FOR A FEW 


RISING COST OF LIVING 
HITS WAGE-EARNERS 


true—but the prosperity is limited to the few whose income is 


Corie that rearmament has brought prosperity to Britain are 


derived from profits. 


Only these few are 


‘ 


‘making hay while the 


sun shines,’’ while the position of the mass of the people has worsened. 


An analysis of industrial profits 
given in The Economist revealed that 
from 1935 to 1937 there was a general 
increase in profits of more than thirty 
percent. 


It was in 1935 that the first announce- 
ment of rearmament was made in a 
White Paper. 


The actual figure of profits distributed 
in 1935 was about £950,000,000—or 24.4 
percent of the national income. For 
1937 the figure was approximately 
£1,250,000,000—28 percent of the national 
income. 


These facts were commented on by 
George Darling in an article in Reynolds 
News, in which he went on to show how 
the wage-earner has been affected. 


WAGE-EARNERS ARE 
WORSE OFF 


Although national wage costs in 1935 
were £1,520,000,000, as compared with 
£1,790,000,000 in 1937, there was really 
no increase in the share of the national 
income these figures represent. 


The percentage, 40.5, remained the 
same. This was because the national 
income itself increased by £600,000,000 
during the two years in quéstion. 


When the rising cost of living, and 
the heavier taxation, are also taken 
into account, the wage-earners, as a 
body, were worse off in 1937 than they 
were in 1935. This deterioration was 
reckoned to be as much as nine 
percent. 


BUT PROFITS STILL 
SOARED 


Mr. Darling recalled how the rearma- 
ment programme had driven up the 
profits of the firms involved at an almost 
fantastic rate. Taking the same period 
—1935 to 1937—he showed the following 
increases in the disclosed profits of some 
of these firms: 


Vickers, Ltd. 48 percent increase 
Vickers Armstrong 81 ff ” 
Cammel Laird .. 102 ” ” 
Projectile and 

Engineering .. 156 ” ” 


John Brown .. 217 ” ” 


The following were the increases 
registered by leading aircraft manufac- 
turers in 1937 as compared with 1936: 


Handley Page 29 percent increase 
Hawker Siddeley .. 52 je ” 
De Havilland sx 71 ” ” 
Fairey Aviation 


The Daily Herald recently gavé 
figures for some of the leading iron and 
steel firms showing net profits, after 
payment of National Defence Contribu- 
tion From these figures it was clear 
that NDC had failed to check the rise in 
profits to any appreciable extent. 


CONVERT 44 MILLION 
PEOPLE 


—Job for the P.P.U. 


By a PEACE NEWS Reporter 


Ke THE Work Before the Peace Pledge 

Union” was concisely stated by 
Miss Ruth Fry in the third lunch-hour 
address under that title in Friends 
House, London, on Tuesday. 


It was to convert to pacifism the 44 
million-odd people in this country 
who were not in the movement, and 
also the millions of people in other 
countries. 


“This is a colossal task,” said Miss Fry, 
“but there are considerations that miti- 
gate its immensity. Many more people 
are ripe for conversion when found than 
one would expect, and history is racing 
ahead at such a rate that it may educate 
many people in pacifism very quickly 
indeed. 

STRENGTH NOT ONLY 
IN NUMBERS 


“Moreover, weight of opinion is not 
judged merely by counting heads. 

“T believe that opinions in line with 
eternal principles have much greater 
weight than those that are against those 
principles.” 

War must be met by every form of 
argument—economic, commonsense, and 
religious. The economic argument was 
so strong that people ought to be con- 
verted by that alone. The commonsense 
argument, from the absurdity of war, 
was one that might be more used. 


“TI sometimes think,” said the 
speaker, “that we want a laughing 
conference to mock at the absurdity of 
war.” 


ONLY ABSOLUTE 
ARGUMENT 


Both these arguments were in them- 
selves sufficient. 

Yet it was her belief that only the 
religious argument was absolute, based 
upon the conviction that there was that 
of God in all men which it was not right 
to destroy. 

War was contrary to the Christian 
spirit because it sought to take and not 
to give. 

One of the greatest difficulties in the way 
of peace was our idea of the perfection of 
this country. We had only to look at the 
crimes that Great Britain had committed 
since the War to see that any belief in our 
own perfection was very ill based. 

These crimes included our blockade of 
Germany after the Armistice and our inter- 
vention, without declaration of war, in Russia 
in 1920. 

One of the chief tasks of the PPU, the 
speaker suggested, was to show that an act 
of repentance on the part of this country 
was an important step toward peace. 


Antidote to Cinema 


From Our Own Correspondent 


All last week the Odeon cinema on 

Balham Hill, London, showed the 
film, Territorial Cavalcade. This was 
coupled with a Territorial Army recruit- 
ing drive. 

On Wednesday the authorities decided to 
hold a gala night, so members of the Peace 
Pledge Union organized a poster parade for 
the same evening. 

After parading over the route along which 
the Territorials were to march, the 45 poster 
paraders circled in front of the cinema and 
distributed leaflets During the searchlight 
demonstrations held outside the cinema for 


Recruiting Drive 


the greater part o7 the evening, PPU mem- 
bers spoke from a pitch immediately oppo- 
site the searchlight lorry. 


This drew a large number of the onlookers 
from the demonstration and produced some 
interesting arguments. There was little or no 
unpleasantness from the audience, while the 
attitude of the police almost approached 
geniality. 


Although they expected to be ignored by 
the local press, the PPU members found their 
activity reported in one paper, though the 
organization’s name was not mentioned. The 
producer of the film, Sir Michael Bruce, re- 
ferred to the poster parade in an address | 
from the stage of the cinema. 


Methodists Call 
For an End 


To Arms Policy 


From Our Own Correspondent 


A RESOLUTION calling on the British 
Government “to initiate among 
nations a policy which shall lead to a 
complete reversal of the present race in 
armaments” was unanimously adopted 
at the annual synod of the Newcastle 
district of the Methodist Church. 


As an _ alternative, the resolution 
suggested, as a first step in constructive 
peace, a world conference 

to study, among other causes of war, those 

economic factors which are dealt with so 

efficiently in the Van Zeeland Report. 

Moving the resolution, the Rev. Percy 
S. Carden, of Ashington, Northumber- 
land, declared: I have no right to say 
that I stand for no more war unless at 
the same time I stand for an attempt to 
get down to basal economic facts. 


The synod was attended by repre- 
sentatives from such places as New- 
castle, Gateshead, North Shields, as 
well as smaller mining commmunities. 
The adoption of the resolution is parti- 
cularly encouraging in view of the fact 
that Newcastle is the centre of the 
Armstrong armaments industry. 


Two Views of the 
Problem 


Two views on the problem of war were 
put during the annual Congregational 
Assembly in London. There was no 
formal debate on the subject, the 
addresses being rather in the nature of 
a survey. 


The Rev. William Dick, of Poplar, put 
the pacifist position in an address which 
included consideration of the crisis 
which would emerge if an unarmed 
nation were attacked by an aggressive 
militarism. He foresaw a period of 
chaos, through which a crucified nation 
would become the saviour of the 
universe. 

Mr. Dick also dealt in terms of Christianity 
with the economic injustice which frequently 
led to war. 

The belief of one who claimed to be an 
abolitionist with regard to war was explained 
by the Rev. Kenneth Parry, of Bristol. He 
claimed that the issue was not between Christ 
or country, but between non-resistance and 
defence against wrong. He himself would 
resist his country in an unjust war. 

He thought that pacifists and non-pacifists 
could cooperate to oppose private profits on 
armaments, maintain collective security, re- 
store and refortify the League of Nations. 


The May issue of Spain and the World 
is a special “no-war” number. Among 
the contributors are: Ethel Mannin, on 
“The Next War and the Workers,” and 
Herbert Read, on “The Pre-Requisite 
of Peace.” Spain and the World (1d.) 
has its office.at 21, Frith Street, London, 
W.1. 


Published from Editorial and Publishing Offices, 17 Featherstone Buildings, 


for Foreign Students 


in London 


THE provision, for students from 

Continental countries, of accommo- 
dation that will be a “‘ home from home,” 
is the purpose of the Youth Hostel which 
the Knights of Peace Association is pro- 
posing to provide in London, near 
University College. 

The association has a twofold purpose 
in mind: 

Helping foreign students to understand 
English thought and ways, by putting them 
in touch with English families; and 

Enabling English people, by personal 
contact with students, to get a better under- 
standing of foreign points of view, and o£ 
Continental and world problems. 

As the hostel will accommodate * come 
paratively small number, it will not be 
just a boarding house or hotel, but a reak 
home with a Christian atmosphere. 

It is to meet the initial expenses 
involved in securing suitable premises in 
the neighbourhood of the University that 
an effort is being made to raise a sum 
of £3,500. Donations should be addressed 
to the Rev. Joseph Moffett, 2, Taviton 
Street, London, W.C.1. 


SUMMER CAMP IN DEVON 


A camp organized by Youth House at 
Salcombe Regis, near Sidmouth, South 
Devon, six years ago, met with such 
success, that in answer to numerous 
requests they have fixed a_ similar 
summer camp to be held at the same 
place from July 31 to August 21. The 
charge per week will be 30s. (interna- 
tional friends, 25s.). Particulars are 
obtainable from, and application (with 
10s. deposit, before July 9) should be 
made to Youth House, 250, Camden 
Road, London, N.W.1. 


RECONCILIATION 


An article on Christians in Germany, 
written by a leading Free Church 
Minister in England who writes with an 
intimate knowledge of the Protestant 
Churches in Germany, is among the 
contents of the May issue of Reconcilia- ° 
tion. Other articles include “ Pacifism in 
the Churches,” by Leslie Keeble; 
“Vienna, March 8,” by Henri Roser; 
and “ Re-Shaping the League,” by Percy, 
W. Bartlett. Reconciliation is pub- 
lished from 17 Red Lion Square, 
London, W.C.1, price 3d. 
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FOOD WITHOUT SLAUGHTER 


Why not try the Vegetarian Way? 


FREE LITERATURE ON APPLICATION TO 
The Vegetarian Society, 
57, Princess Street, Manchester, 2. 
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